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system for Biblical values, they will be treat-
ed as a second-class citizen. They will be
scoffed at and minimalized by teachers and
students alike. Time after time, parents have
stated that their child is not allowed to pray,
talk about God or bring his Bible to school.
The public educators always justify their po-
sitton with statements like, “The law states
that there is to be separation of church and state,
therefore you are not allowed to express
vour religion in any manner.” This logic is
inconsistent with fact. Either professional
educators are ignorant of true historical
facts, or they are purposely lying to their stu-
dents! Ask nearly any American if he believes
in separation of church and state and he will most
likely tell you he does. When asked why, he
will say what he has been taught: “It’s in the
Constitution.” In reality, it is not, nor is it in
any other of our founding documents.

The idea of the separation of church
and state came from a personal letter that
Thomas Jefferson wrote to a group of Bap-
tists. On January 1, 1802, Thomas Jefferson
responded to a group of Baptists m Dan-
bury, Connecticut. They resented the fact
that they had to pay taxes that went to sup-
port state churches. According to Marshall
Foster’s book The American Corenant, Thomas
Jefferson wrote the following in the afore-
mentioned letter to try to regain their
confidence:“Believing with you that religion
s a matter which lies solely between man
and his God, that he owes account to none

_Z
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Mam.-2 p.m.

other for faith or his worship, that the legis-
lative powers of government reach action
only, and not opinions, I contemplate with
sovereign reverence that act of the whole
American people which declared that their
legislature should ‘ake no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free ex-
ervise thereof.”” The First Amendment was
subsequently added to the Constitution 7o
protect the church from a national establishment of
religion. Remember, the phrase separation of
chureh and state comes from a personal letter
written by Thomas Jefferson to a group of
Baptists, and 1s not found in the Constitu-
tion or Bill of Rights. If one were to study
the founding documents of this nation, he
would find overwhelming evidence that
they did not try to keep God or the church
out of the establishment of the government.
It was just the opposite— the government
was not to control or run the church.

In 1606, the authors of The First Charter
of Virginia declared: “We, greatly commend-
ing, and graciously accepting of, their De-
sires for the Furtherance of so noble a
Work, which may by the Province of Al-
mighty God, hereafter tend to the Glory of
his Divine Majesty, in propagation of Chris-
tian Religion to such People, as yet live in
Darkness and miserable Ignorance of the
true knowledge and Worship of God...”
The pilgrims risked all to come to America
for the “propagation of the Christian reli-
gion.” On Nov. 11, 1620, as their ship
sailed just off the coast of New England,
before they even set foot on this new conti-
nent, they jomed together and signed the
Mayflower Compact.
This mutual promise for
the settlement of Massa-
chusetts’ begins: “In the
name of God, Amen.” It
continues: “Haveing un-
dertaken for the glorie of
God, and advancements
of the Christian faith,...
covenant and combine
ourselves togeather into
a avil body politick...”

The Fundamental
Orders of Connecticut was
written in 1639 and 1s
one of North America’s
first constitutions. It mn-
cludes these
words:“Forasmuch as it
hath pleased the Al-
mighty God by the wise
disposition of his divyne
providence so to Order

and dispose of things...” Tt continues: “And
well knowing where a people are gathered to-
gether the word of God requires that to mayn-
tayne the peace and union of such people there
should be an orderly and decent Government
established according to God...” (The previ-
ous quotes are filled with “old English” spell-
ing. These are quoted as originally written.)

The following documents show America’s
Godly foundation by mentioning reliance upon
“Divine Providence” or “Almighty God™: T/e
New England Confederation of 1643, The Pennsylva-
nia Charter of Privileges, The Declaration of Indepen-
dence.

Personally, I believe the issue of separa-
tion of church and state is abused for two main
reasons. First, people are ignorant of true his-
torical facts. Second, Americans have hardened
their hearts and they use the issue to justify
their wickedness. Whenever someone cries
separation of church and state, they are really
saying, “Don’t preach to me God’s set of Bibli-
cal standards.”

As Christians, where should we stand on
this issue? Many have gone extreme in both
directions. Some Christians believe in complete
abstinence from governmental affairs. Others
believe in total involvement to the point they
forget the greatest commission the Lord Jesus
gave his followers, and that was not to reform
the world through political involvement, but
rather to preach the Gospel. We are to lead
lost souls to Christ, and disciple them so they
might fulfill God’s divine purpose (Jn 15:7).

The Bible says we are to pray for our lead-
ers (I Tim. 2:1-2). We are to persuade our
leaders (Prov. 25:15). We are to render to the
government what is due to the government
(Matt. 22:21). We are to stand up for what is
right when the government is in the wrong
(Dan. 1:8, Dan. 3:1-18; Dan. 6:1-10, Acts 4:17-
20, Acts 5:28-29, Acts. 5:40-42). According to
Matt. 5:13-106, we are also to be “salt and light”
in this dark, ungodly world.

The next time someone uses the phrase
“separation of church and state” to repress you
from declaring your personal beliefs,
understand that they are doing so either out of
deliberate deception, or out of personal
ignorance of true historical facts. Let us
determine that as Christians we need to
understand that the Word of God 1s to be our
FINAL AUTHORITY for all faith and
practice! We need to stand for what 1s right,
and we need to do what is right, and by doing
50, the Lord will bless! At this pivotal point in
our nation’s history, let’s be the “Salt” and
“Light.”0

7 + The Earnest Contender, Fall 2016




image8.png
S .

Jojsed ‘Jdneyjaxolg pIeyoly
B10"10q.1eyyeoisideqaoelf
00y 8686177
6vEY HO 'U0qieH »eQ
69 Xog Od
py aBelod-julessnoy 'S Gze

69 X049 '0d

HOYNHD LSI1LdV4 IDVID

JUOISIA SPIM-PLOM B YJIM Y2INYD UMOI-[RWS Y

HOUNHD 1SI11LdV4 3DVID

SN 31|, 03 SPOd YO ueo:

6FPEy HO MOTIVH AVO

HOYNHD 181

“9J1] [EUIA)D JO YIS o) noA SAIS pue noA daes [[Im IF] ‘J01ABS INOA 3¢ 0 W]

ST PUE IOUUTS ® 21T NoA JeY) SS2JU0D M noA JI ey pos) wioly Apoaxp astuwoxd v
SISIY [, “PIA¥S 3q JIeys p1o7f 343 jo duwieu g3 uodn JJed [[PYs I2AI0SOYM JO,]**'PIALS
94 JrYs noyy ‘prap dy; uroy Wiy pIsiel yrry pox) ey} PeIY IULY} UI IAIIY HEYS
pue ‘snsaf p1oT oy ynow Ay yrm ssoyuod yeys noyy Jr ey y,, ‘skes ¢y ‘60 suewoy

HAIT TVNYALT 40 ISIWOUd SIH WIVIO ANV
AOIAVS MNOA 49 OL SNSA( MSY "AVid ‘ATTVNIA-

pajsanbay ad1n13§ ssalppy
A9puUaluo0) jsauie] aylL

jureSe 950X 9 121¢] sAp 321y ], '$§017) Y} UO
PoIp 9} uaym surs ano 1oj pred snsaf 9sneddq sUIS INO J0J [PE] PUE Ye3p o doud oy
Aed 01 2aey J0u 0p oM 9SLYY) 1dI00 01 ISO0YD IM J , ST JOF PIIP ISLIY’) “SIITUIS 1A

23v[d

2I2M 24 IIYM FPY} UL ST PIVMO} IAO] ST YIIPUIUILIOD POX) INg,, ‘SALS Q:G SURWIOY

"NIS YNOAYO4 I01dd IHL AIvd sNsaf:

PO Ino 3styy) snsaf ygnog oy
JPuI21 SI pox) Jo YIS oyy 1nq “qresp I uis Jo sa5em oy Jo.7, ‘sn S[[9) €79 SULUIOY

‘arvd 49 1SOW LVHI1 3DIdd V SVH NIS-

%
7

‘por) woxy sn sojeredss
31 pue ‘urs pajeo SI SIYJ, "SIUSWPURIIWOD §,POL) UIN0Iq [[¢ AR I\ 193)1ad s1
U0 ON] , POD) JO ATOLF 343 Jo 1I0YS 2UI0D pUE PIUUIS 2AvY [[¥ 10,],, ‘SAes ¢gi¢ suvmioy]

HIANNIS V ST INOAYIAT ANVLISHIANNT

<« I FURSL[II1I
aavy inq ‘gsuad jou pnoys wiry Ul IIAIIG II2AI0S0YM JEYl UOS U1059q

Afuo sry 2avS oy Jegy pprom Iy pasof 0s por) 1oy, ‘or:¢ uyof ur skes Jqig YT,

‘NOA STAOT AOD LVHL IZITVTd-

‘NIAVAH OL AVM Y1 OA NO T4V
AOARINSAOLMONINYOOAR

L

.,
/ W i
£ i ik JAC o T





image1.png
BAPTIST CHURCH

A p}lb/icétioh mlhlstry (o)
2 Y

Pastor Rick Bickelhaupt

“Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savonr,
wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to
be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. Ye are the light
of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.  Neither
do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candle-
sticky and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your
light 50 shine before men, that they may see your good works,
and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”~ Matthew 5:13-
16

lection season is upon us. In just a few
weeks, we will go to the polls and cast our
vote. As I talk to people about the upcom-
ing election, many Christians have just
“checked out” because of the lack of a good
choice. I share their frustration. Some have asked
for whom I will vote, and my response is: “I'm not
voting for a candidate, 'm just voting against one.”
It needs to be understood that whoever gets elect-
ed will probably appoint three — possibly four —
Supreme Court justices. For me, this alone helps
make the choice a little eastier. As believers, the
Bible states we are to be “salt” and “light” in this
world. We are to testify of God’s saving grace
through the blood of Jesus Christ. We are to
teach and train believers to walk with God and
serve Him whole-heartedly. This all takes a lot of
ttime and hard work, nevertheless, it 1s a
necessitylAs our fall schedule is upon us, I am
reminded of this necessity.
At our Christian school, we not only teach the
Bible, but we also have a wonderful academic

program. As we teach our history classes, we remind our
young people of America’s Biblical past, and the sover-
eignty of God that brought our great nation mnto exis-
tence. Most of us forget the amount of shed blood, lives
lost, and families destroyed, so we might enjoy our
American liberties.

As a new school year begins, you can be assured our
government schools will teach unscriptural values and
corrupted historical positions. Thirty years ago, when
Grace Baptist Church started, who would have thought
we would be mn a battle over the issues that now face our
country and its churches. Today, we are being threatened
with losing our tax-exempt status —or even criminal pros-
ecution— if we speak out against the LGBTQ movement.
The minds of our youth are being brainwashed by our
society, schools and Hollywood to embrace all sorts of
deviant behavior. The public schools have taught, mcom-
plete and inaccurate history. Scientific “theory” is taught
as fact, and moral absolutes are ridiculed. For years, so-
called professional educators have taught young people
that God 1s dead (or non-existent) and that we have
evolved from some prime-mortal slime. Additionally,
whenever a Christian will stand up in the public school

See “Salt and Light” pg. 7
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The students of OCCA present...
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TWO SHOWINGS!  Dec.10 & Il - G p.m. Wi

Saturday: Community Showing - $3/ticket
Sunday: GBC Member Night - FREE

The Earnest

Contender

The Earnest Contender 1s printed quarterly as a
ministry of Grace Baptist Church. All articles for
The Earnest Contender should be submutted no later
than the 20th of every odd month. All articles are
subject to change and approval. All asticles should
be submutted to graceoh(@juno.com m MS Word

Oct. 80 Apple Festival Booth B e e
Oct. 9 Sunday Evening After Glow donations to Grace Bapiet Church:
Oct. 21 Corn Maze/Bonfire e

Oct 20 Globcﬂ Vision nghT 325 S. Toussaint-Portage Rd.

Canada (Nathan Jones) ©ak Harbor, OH 43447

Nov. 5 Topping Raid - Pizza Build Challenge .
NOV. 30 G|ObQ| \/iSiOh NighT Editor! o Jeremy Bickelhaupt
Middle East (STephen Troe”) Layout/Design ......... Jeremy Bickelhaupt

Assistant Editor ........ Shauna Bickelhaupt

A Scripture Memorization Fundraiser will be held Oct. -Nov. 13.

Please see Joe or Danielle Henderson for more details and event times. il B s B
ickelhaupt, Katie Crow, Rachel Panas
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GBC hires assistant pastor

BY KATIE CROW

Matthew was saved at the age of seven as a result of
a bus ministry by a small Baptist church in Tennessee.
He grew up attending a charismatic church until his se-
nior year of high school. At that time, some folks from
Faith Baptist Church in Angola, Indiana knocked on his
door and invited him and his mother to attend. After he

After waiting six months for the Lord to open a
door, the Crows were thrilled when Grace Baptist
Church asked them to come and serve. Matt joins the
staff as assistant pastor in the church and he serves as
a teacher in Ottawa County Christian Academy’s high
school department. They are looking forward to many
years of service in the church and at OCCA. Matt and

graduated high school, Matthew attended and graduated Katie are also expecting their third son on Christmas
from Fairhaven Baptist College in 2012. It was during Day.
his time at college where he met his wife, Katie.

Katie grew up in Michigan where her family attend-
ed First Baptist Church of Napoleon. She was saved at
the age of seven during Vacation Bible School. From
the time she was a teen, she knew she wanted to marry
someone in full-time Christian service. Katie was ho-
meschooled and began attending Fairhaven Baptist Col-
lege in 2010.

Matt and Katie were married in 2013 while he
served as youth and assistant pastor of Beeville Baptist
Church in Beeville, Texas. Shortly after their marriage
in 2014, Matt accepted a pastorate at Faith Baptist
Church in Stacy, MN. They served there as a family
while their first two sons, Levi and Judah, were born.
They then felt the Lord leading them back closer to
their families in the tri-state area.

OCCA adds new elementary teacher

BY RACHEL PANAS

where God allowed me to receive a B.S. in
Elementary Education. After college, I went
back home for a year and worked three
different jobs. The following year, God led
me to a Christian school in South Carolina
where I taught third grade. Last year, I lived
in Youngstown, Ohio, and again worked
three different jobs including a substitute
teaching position in the public school system.
Working for the public institution was
enlightening! This past Spring, I heard that
Ottawa County Christian Academy needed a
teacher. I prayed about it and went by faith.
When I came to visit, God overwhelmed me
with peace about teaching for the academy! I
am so grateful to be given the privilege to
teach at OCCA!

I was born in Nashville, Tennessee and
ratsed in a Godly home. I had the
privilege to attend South Haven Baptist
Church and the Christian school there
trom kindergarten to the twelfth grade.
At eleven years old, I went to Bill Rice
Ranch where I heard a message on hell.
When I came back home, I talked to
my dad in my bedroom and there 1
received Christ as my personal Savior.
From there, I began serving the Lord
in the bus ministry and teen soul-
winning. In high school, T surrendered
my life to the Lord and had a desire to
be a Christian school teacher. After
high school, I attended Crown College

3 + The Earnest Contender, Fall 2016
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By Jeremy Bickelhaupt, OCCA administrator

n 1939, Academy award-

winning director Frank Capra,

produced and directed a film

starring Jimmy Stewart entitled

Mr. Smith Goes to Washington. In
the film, Stewart’s character, Jefferson
Smith, goes to Washington D.C. as a
wide-eyed idealist completely naive to
the political process. In the end, Smith
stands behind his convictions and
elicits change in the capital’s business-
as-usual attitude.

In mid-September, I too,
went to Washington. It was
my first time \1\1t1|10 our
ulpll'(ll city, and like Smith, T
was wide-eyed and naive.

Over the years, T have had a
growing interest in politics
and the process by which
our government operates. I
had sone knowledge — what
one gets from civics classes and news
sources— but my time in D.C. really
allowed me to gain a better grasp on
our federal government and how our
Founders intended it to operate.

The purpose of my visit was to spend
a week on Capitol Hill lobbying on
behalf of the Buckeye Christian School
Organization (BCSO) and the

4 « The Earnest Contender, Fall 2016

American Association of Christian
Schools (AACS). We talked with
several congressmen and
congresswomen from Ohio as well as a
few Senator's legislative aids. We
addressed the threats we feel are
coming to our rights as Christian
institutions. We spoke our concerns
about government over-reach in early
education. We touched on a proposed
amendment (First Amendment
Defense Act) that would protect our

“Restore the
walls, and repair
the foundations.”

freedom to stand behind the institution
of traditional marriage. And we
stressed the importance of pursuing
the proper process of making laws,
specifically prohibiting the executive
branch from unilaterally enacting or
implementing new policies in regards
to the definitions of "gender" and
"gender identity” (Civil Rights
Uniformity Act of 2016).

All the meetings were very cordial, even
the ones where the representatives and
senators were of opposite opinions. All
expressed a gratefulness to us for coming
in person to express the opinions of all
those we represent.

One common theme throughout the
week that evidenced itself was this:

(1) Washington is not the problem. Yes,
I did just say that. For what I saw on
Capitol Hill w.
representatives and senators
fighting for what they feel is the
consensus opinion of their
constituencies. They are all
fighting for what they believe is
teuth as stated by those they represent.
So, Washington, is operating —for
the most part— as it has been
designed to operate by our
founders.

our

(2) The problem s us. We, as Chrstians,
know the truth, but we have failed to
express it to our children. We talk a good
talk, but our walk is not consistent with
our talk. We KNOW the TRUTH. We
know morals and standards (or at least
we should). The Bible gives us these
clearly. But we have failed to live them
out personally and our children have

See “Washington” pg. 5
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followed our examples. This
generational pattern has placed us in
our current state of moral decline.

Don't buy into the argument that
Washington is full of crooks. They are
not «// that way. As a matter of fact, we
were presented with this fact: "The
114th Congress has the most believers
on the Hill now than the last 20
[vears]." There has been a revival of
sorts in our capital. Weekly church
services are being held in our Capitol
Building where dozens of legislators
meet, pray and sing. I actually had the
awesome opportunity to partake in one
of these services. I truly felt the Spint
of God come down as these men
pleaded with God to save our country.
We ended the service by lifting our
voices in the famous rotunda to sing
God Bless America. T still get goose
bumps recalling that evening. God s
moving in the hearts of our leaders.

This past week, T heard from many of
those believing congressional leaders
on the importance of re-establishing
the home and the church. In the
legislative briefing we attended, Sen.
Ted Cruz (Texas), Rep. Barry
Loudermilk (Georgia), Rep. Tim
Huelskamp (Kansas) and Rep. Vicki
Hartzler (Missourt) all resounded the

l

same theme: The Church and Christians are

Sailing American freedoms. We are losing our

religious liberties because we do not take
a stand for them. We say we believe
certain principles, but we are doing
nothing to preserve them. All the while,
a minority group that represents less
than three percent of our population
pushes their agenda using persistence
and volume. We Christians, need to take
the same approach. Maintain a pleasant
disposition, but take a firm, vocal stand.

That stand begins at home and church
by upholding Biblical truths. Our
Christian legislators all agree that the
paramount struggle in trying to do right
on Capitol Hill stems from issues of the
constituencies not knowing right from
wrong. All referenced Isaiah 5:20, which
says “Woe unto then that call eril good and
good eril.” Tt 1s our job as parents and as
educators and pastors not only to teach
the truth, but to live it as well. We are
the ones who shape and mold the
generations to come— not our elected
officials. Our representatives can only
work with the cards we deal them. There
are many God-fearing leaders in our
capital, and they are begging us, the
people, to teach our next generation the
TRUTH of GOD's WORD.

That is how we preserve our great land.
Teach the Truth. That Truth is evident

i our founding documents as well as all
the monuments and mscriptions around the
city. The church can only do so much.
Christians have a duty to retell the stories
of our heritage and teach the truth of
Scripture. Keep your children accountable
to the truth of God's Word by setting the
example and following it yourself.
Attending church once a week and calling
yourself a righteous member of society
doesn't cut it. Don't just say you're a
Christian... BE ONE.

In Representative Hartzler’s congressional
office, she has these words posted: ‘Restore
the walls and repair the foundations...” It is her
personal mission statement based on Ezra
4:12. Tt is her desire to get our nation to
remember its Godly heritage, but she
warned that this can only happen if God’s
people take up that cross. America’s future
is in our hands. So, what are you doing
personally to ensure the Truth prospers
once again in our great nation?

We, like Mr. Smith, car elicit change n
Washington /f we stand behind our
conviction of teaching the Truth of God’s
Word to the next generation. If we do that,
Washington will be forced to abandon the
status quo attitude of business-as-usual.
This will be the first step in restoring our
walls and repairing our foundation.o

Photos credited to Jeremy Bickelbanpt
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Events

OCTOBER 11
Ladies’ Fellowship
at Leah Bickelhaupt’s
6:30 p.m.

OCTOBER 15

Community Open House

11a.m. -2 p.m.

OCTOBER 26

Year-End Awards Ceremony
& Pizza Party

The Young Lions’ Club
7 p.m.

NOVEMBER 6

Parent-Teacher-Fellowship

6 p.m.

NOVEMBER 22

Thanksgiving Service
6 p.m.

DECEMBER 10
A Charlie Brown Christmas
Community Showing

6 p.m.

DECEMBER 11

A Charlie Brown Christmas
GBC Member Showing
6 p.m.

DECEMBER 18

The Hope of Christmas
6 p.m.

DECEMBER 25

Christmas Service
11 a.m. only

Apple Festival Booth
Please be sure to stop out to our Apple
Festival tent/table on Oct. 8-9. We will
have representatives from the church and
and school who will be promoting our
ministries to our community members.
Pray the Lord uses this event as an out-
reach to those who attend the festival.

Open House

A community open house will be held at
GBC on Saturday, Oct. 15 from 11 a.m.
until 2 p.m. This will be a time set aside to
showcase our new sanctuary and
updated building. It will also be a time to
share God’'s goodness to our fellow
community members. There will be plenty
of informative literature, food & drink and
fellowship. Please be in prayer for this
open house to be an avenue to bring new
faces into our church.

All Church Clean

There will be an all church clean on
Friday, October 14 to prepare for our
Community Open House on Oct. 15. All
those interested in helping should show
up at 4 p.m. Friday. Please contact
Pastor Bickelhaupt for more details.

Parent Teacher
Fellowship

Ottawa County Christian Academy will
conduct its first Parent-Teacher-
Fellowship (PTF) on Sunday, Nov. 6 at 6
p.m. All students are required to attend.
Students will be recognized for their
achievements through the first quarter.
We will also have a special guest speaker
to present a spiritual challenge to our
school families. Special time of fellowship
will follow the service.

6 + The Earnest Contender , Fall 2016

Thanksgiving Service
Our annual Thanksgiving Service will
begin at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 22 in
the church fellowship hall. The dinner and
service is open to all church and
community members. There will be a
designated time for prayer, songs and a
short spiritual challenge to proceed the
meal. More details to come.

“Charlie Brown

Christmas”

The students of Ottawa County Christian
Academy will be performing A Charlie
Brown Christmas on Saturday, Dec. 10
and Sunday, Dec. 11. Both performances
will begin at 6 p.m. Saturday’s community
performance will be open for those who
purchase tickets in advance. Cost will be
$3/ticket. Sunday’s performance will be
free admission.

“The Hope of Christmas”

The GBC choir, children and drama team
will present a Christmas cantata entitled,
The Hope of Christmas by Ron and
Shelly Hamilton on Sunday, Dec. 18 at 6
p.m. The program is free and open to the
public. A short fellowship will proceed the
performance.

) Activities &

Oct. 26 — Year-End Awards Ceremony
and Pizza Party - 7 p.m.

Club will be suspended from Nov. 2 through Jan. 25 for holi-
day breaks and retooling. Club will resume Feb. 1,2017.




