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Sunday Schoo

fter a recent study, I was

amazed to tind that many writ-

ers on the topic of Sunday
school seem to teach that there 1s no
biblical basis for it. In fact, if one were
to search the Scriptures, he would not
tind the words Sunday school. However,
the work of Sunday school- the teach-
ing of God’s Word to others —z found
in both the Old and New Testament
(Deut. 6:6-7; Ps. 78:1-8; Eph. 6:4; 11
Tim. 1:5, 3:15). We, as Christians, have
a great responsibility and a command
trom God to teach the next generation
the Word of God! Sunday school 1s a
vital part of fulfilling this biblical obli-
gation.

The origin of Sunday school only
goes back a tew hundred years. Some
attribute the beginning of Sunday
school to Robert Rakies of Gloucester,
England. Others credit John Wesley or
D.L. Moody. Who started the move-
ment, however, is irrelevant in light of
its mussion, which is the teaching of
God’s Word to both the young and old.
The answer to all eternal questions, dai-
ly living and soctological woes would be
met 1f people would get back to the
teaching of the Bible. A biblical Sunday

By Pastor Richard Bickelhaupt

School program 1s a necessity because
it accomplishes just that!

One might ask, “Why should I be con-
cerned about Sunday School?” First, we are
to carry out the “Great Commission
(Matt. 28:19-20).” One of the greatest
evangelistic arms of a Bible-believing
church should be Sunday school. The
Great Commussion commands us to
reach the lost. What better way to reach
boys, gitls, moms and dads than a Bi-
ble-teaching, evangelistic Sunday
school.

Second, we are to imitate the early
church: “Aud dacly in the temple, and in
every house, they ceased not to teach and preach

Jesus Christ (Acts 5:42).” Yes, we should

teach our children the Word of God in
our home, but according to this verse,
we ate to feach and preach Jesus Christ i
the house of God.

Third, Sunday school 1s important
because many churches are not grow-
ing— many even dying. Someone once
said, “evangelize or fossilize.” Bible-
believing churches are not to wither up
on the vine; they are to grow and be
truitfull (John 15:5; Acts 2:47). “And s0
nere the churches established in the faith, and
inereased in number datly (Acts 16:5).”

See “Sunday School” pg. 7





[image: image2.png]The Earnest

Contender

Ottawa County Christian Academy is a low-cost private school

offering high quality education for students in Kindergarten to The Eamnest Contenderis printed quarterly
Twelfth Grade. Students learn to become caring, courteous, - as a ministry of Grace Baptist Church. All

responsible, respectful and Spirit-filled Christians while acquiring B e e
strong skills in reading, writing and mathematics. i el Il InEe il el H ik e

e odd month. All articles are subject to
~ =——= change and approval. All articles should be

NOW ENROLLING! o A i submitted to graceoh@juno.com in MS

— 5 - —_— e Word format. Donations are accepted to
419 898 3888 5 f — = | minimize printing and publishing costs.
& & & = - —— Please submit donations to Grace Baptist

Church:

PO Box 69
325 S. Toussaint-Portage Rd.
Oak Harbor, OH 43449

B HET s Jeremy Bickelhaupt

Layout/Design .......... Jeremy Bickelhaupt

1
iOY\EJS% \
i

Ll@n
UO‘[\‘B’Y Ly
,o'ne.p% 2 ‘OHGSS

\“mef(@ A Bible Club for Boys and Girls ages 3-12 Assistant Editor ........ Shauna Bickelhaupt
W

Contributing articles: Jeremy Bickelhaupt
(with permission), Richard Bickelhaupt,
Joseph Brock, Tommy Joe Henderson

Come jjoin our,
Wednesdayslat/4 p.'m.

lﬁ us on Facebook!

“Like” our page and stay current on all
the happenings at GBC!

\.r\.—-&.—wi

eSearch “Grace Baptist Church (Oak Harbor, Ohio)”

2 « The Earnest Contender , Spring 2014





[image: image3.png]any folks ignorant of sports lingo

probably have no idea what YAC is.

YAC, or "Yards After Catch," is a

statistic recorded on the football field.

You see, in football, a receiver 1s not only
graded by how many receptions he makes, but also by
what he does following them.

Growing up, I always wanted to be a quarterback. I grew
up watching Joe Montana, Jim Kelly, Troy Aikman, and
Bret Farve. When I was able to play football in junior
high, that is the position I tried out for. It was much
tougher than I thought. The QB not only had to
remember the proper footwork, play-actions and reads
tor each play, they were
responsible for knowing where
every other player was supposed

?H

game (I'm sure that record was shott-lived). I loved gaining
the respect of my teammates, especially my quarterback.
His confidence grew each week knowing that when he
threw the ball my way, it was going to be caught.

I'loved being a play maker. I loved running my routes and
beating my opponent for a catch. Catching the ball was
great. There was no better feeling.... or was therer

It wasn't until my eighth grade year that I discovered how
just catching the ball wasn't enough. As a matter of fact,
other kids on the team started showing an improved abulity
to catch the ball as well, and my position was back up for
grabs. Coaches wanted us to develop beyond the catch. "A

good recezver doesn't stop affer the cateh.”  Again, 1 took the

advice to heart. T remember

(1
MV heavenlv Coach wants trying to see the defenders

to be and what they were to be S@ MMUCh more for me. He is before I made the reception so

doing.

I could elude them upon

not satisfied with me I“St catching the ball. T stiff-armed,

I struggled with all that wentinto - ihAling the catch of salva- drgeed and spun  around

being a quarterback, and my
coaches took note of that. But

tion; He wants me to run

defenders all for a few extra
yards.

they also took note of my good full strength to the goal!"

hands. After some one-on-one

conversations with the otfensive

coaches, I was persuaded to take a shot at tight end. I
specifically remember one coach saying, "Everyone nants
to be the guarterback, but no one realizes that he is only as good
as the players aronnd him. Who nould Joe Montana be nithout
a Jerry Rice and Jobn Taylore” That thought really
resonated with me and after a few weeks, I proved
myself at tight end, and was named the starter by game
one.

I had a good year. I made many catches each game and
even set a junior high record for most receptions in a

One play of that season still

sticks with me. It was the first
game of the season in front of the home crowd. It was a
third-down play, and I ran a straight fly-pattern down the
right sideline. I was able to shake off my detender at the
line-of-scrimmage and about five yards into my route, my
quarterback aired one out in front of me. It was a
beautifully thrown spiral that sailed high and far enough to
allow me to run under it in stride, make the catch and
streak to the end zone for the score. That, of course, 1s how
I'would ke to remember it... Everything happened just like





[image: image4.png](el

OCTOBER 11

Missions Banquet
6 p.m.

OCTOBER 12
Missions’ Emphasis Day
w/Dr. Mark Smith
11a.m. &6 p.m.

NOVEMBER 9

Veteran’s Day Service
11 a.m.

NOVEMBER 16

Phil Clayton
Church Planter

11 a.m.

NOVEMBER 22

Budget Process Mtg
6 p.m.

NOVEMBER 25

Thanksgiving Service

6 p.m.

DECEMBER 6

Final Budget Process Mtg
6 p.m.

DECEMBER 13
Adult Fellowship
Dinner & Shopping

DECEMBER 21

Christmas Cantata

6 p.m.
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Ministry News

Missions’ Emphasis
GBC will conduct a two-day Missions’
Conference on Oct. 11-12. Dr. Mark
Smith of Bible Tracts Inc. will be the
featured speaker and missionaries from
Ethiopia, Greece and America will be
represented. Saturday will begin with a
missions banquet at 6 p.m. Sunday’s
service times will be normal. Please
contact the church for more information.

Budget Process Meetings
All members of GBC are encouraged to
participate in our annual budget process
meetings. The first meeting will be Nov.
22 at 6 p.m. The purpose of this first
meeting is to formulate an operating bud-
get for 2015. A final budget meeting is
scheduled for Dec. 6 at 6 p.m. Once the
final proposal is complete, it will be pre-
sented to the church for approval.

Rise Up & Build Update
UPDATE: A total of 40 commitments
have been made to our building debt
retirement program. Since September
2012, the program has decreased the
current building debt to just under
$17,000. The church has already begun
preparations for the building project by
upgrading our electrical system and
parking lot expansion and excavation for
the new auditorium is scheduled to get
underway soon. Please be in prayer as
we proceed with the building project.

¢

=), Activities &
) JECiiog

Directory Update

We are currently in the process of
updating our church directory. If you did
not get your family/individual portrait
taken on Directory Day (Sept. 28), but
would like to be included in the directory,
please submit a photo and contact
information to the church office no later
than Oct. 26.

Adult Fellowship

Any adult (18 and older) is invited to our
Christmas Adult Fellowship, which will be
to Sandusky, Ohio on Dec. 13 for Dinner
and Christmas shopping. Please mark
this date on your calendar and join us for
a time of fellowship and fun!
Transportation will be provided. Bus
leaves at 4:30 p.m. See Pastor
Bickelhaupt for more information.

Christmas Cantata

This year's Christmas cantata entitled
Maranatha, The Lord is Come! will be
Sunday, Dec. 21 at 6 p.m. This program
will use a combination of drama and choir
performances to tell the Christmas story
from a unique perspective. Please join us
for this special program and be sure to
invite someone to attend with you.

A MINISTRY OF GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH

ND
Ml

“..and he went a little further.” ~ Matthew 26:39

Activity Schedule

Nov. 15 —

Youth Rally at Fremont
Baptist Temple

See Joe or Danielle Henderson about details regard-
ing this year’s Christmas activity.
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By Joe Henderson, Youth Pastor

Psalm 85:10 says, "Mercy and truth are met "And the LORD repented of the evil which he
together." There 1s a great truth that God thought to do unto his people (Ex. 32:14)." Then
has given us here. When we study the Bible one day one, as Mercy and Truth were
we will find out that God often puts these walking, they met up with each other. They
two together often. Starting in Genests, we both looked up, and there hung Christ upon
find that Mercy and Truth walk through out the cross. Truth cried out that day from the
the Bible. We see in Genesis 6 that the cross that we are sinners and we deserve to
people were evil continually. Truth cried out go to hell to pay for ours sins. We have
and God said He was going to wipe the wronged a holy and righteous God and sin
human race off the earth. Mercy came along must be dealt with. Then Mercy cried out as
and said, "But Noab found grace in the eyes of the Jesus' arms were wide open and said, "I'T IS
Lord.” We see in Exodus 32, while Moses FINISHED." Jesus paid our penalty of sin.
was on the mountain meeting with God, the He made a way for us to spend eternity with
people had Aaron fashion an idol out of Him in Heaven. If we had Truth without
gold and proclaimed that it was the god who Mertcy, then we would have a hopeless life. If
brought them out of Egypt. Truth cried out we had Mercy and without Truth, we would
against them and God wanted to destroy never appreciate it. Thank God we have both,

them all. Then Mercy came by and said, and thank God they finally met each other.
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that, except tor the streaking to the end zone part. I had a
clear, uninhibited path to the goal, but there was a major
problem. I was missing my belt. I had forgotten to lock my
gear in my locker and someone swiped my belt before the
game. That posed a problem for a skinny, 87-pound kid
wearing football pants two sizes too big. After making the
catch, T felt my britches begin to sag. Instinctively, I
grabbed them and tried pulling them up. My team was
screaming and cheering me down the sideline and I sensed
they were warning me. As I tried to readjust my pants, a
defender caught up to me and made the tackle --I fell just
short of scoring. I remember coming to the sideline, my
teammates excited about my big play. Then my coach
grabbed me by the face-mask and brought his face close up
to mine and screamed, "You nanna knon how to score a
touchdonn, Bickelhaupre! RUN... don't stop! Just keep running!"

Wow. Here I thought I was something for making the
catch. My coach saw it difterently. He knew that there was

something far better for me had I not been distracted
and kept running. He wanted more for me.

As this memory came flooding back recently, I felt
coach's advice was still applicable for me as a Christian
running in this race of life. My heavenly Coach wants so
much more for me. He s not satistied with me just
making the catch of salvation; He wants me to run full
strength to the goall What will you do after you catch
salvation Will you be satistied with  that
accomplishment and give up on the rest of the playr
Will you allow your formidable opponent to tackle your
Or will you tight to create YACr What are you doing to
advance the ball for Christ? There 1s a great reward for
those who don't give up! Keep going! Run to the goal!
The end of the Play Book warns us that Coach will not
be pleased with lukewarm effort. That 1s not the
"yacking" we should be striving for as we endeavor to
play for Him.

Published with permission from
Jjmbickelhaupt.blogspot.com

tis hard to wrap our minds around the fact that Jesus,

the Son of God, became a man. Jesus walked this earth

fully human, without ceasing to be God. Christ's

ministry was one of teaching and preaching and was

marked by signs and miracles. Those who were with

Him, witnessed Old Testament prophecy fulfilled on a daily

basis. Christ s the ultimate example of how Christians are to

live their lives. His life displays a ministry of grace and truth,

while His death shows the ultimate sacrifice— death for the
sins of the world.

Luke chapter four is rich in examples of how we are to
combat temptation in our lives. The temptation of Christ is a
major event that shows His willingness to identify with
mankind. This 1s hard to conceive, God, which cannot sin,
was tempted. Why did Christ allow the Devil to attempt this?
Hebrews 4:15 gives us the answer: "Forne have not an high priest
which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was i all
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin." He did 1t for our
sakes. We don't serve a God that is far removed from our
struggles. He identifies with our infirmities. The difference 1s
that He went through this without sin. He came out the other

end victorious. We will be tempted to sin, but God wants to
give us the victory. What are some lessons that we can learn
from this example in Christ's lifer

The Christian Life is Not Easy

Jesus was /d into the wilderness by the Spirit. This did not
happen by accident, nor was it a coincidence. There was a
definite purpose for this season in Christ's life. As Christians,
we need to be willing to follow the Lord even if there is
difficulty along the way. Paul, under the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit, equates the Christian life to a hard battle that is to
be endured as a soldier (II Tim. 2:3). Praise God for the
mountain tops, but don't despise the desert.

Satan Knows Our Weaknesses

The Devil's wicked arsenal of lures and temptations are
extensive. On this day i the wilderness, Satan tried to use
human weakness to his advantage. Jesus had not eaten for
forty days. He was tired, hungry, and weak. Christ could have





[image: image7.png]Forth, despite what some may say,
God /s interested 1n numbers. For ev-
ery person (number), there 1s a soul for
which Jesus died. He desires them to
be saved and to live forever with Him.
It 1s not just about larger attendances;
it 1s about more souls being reached
with the gospel. The attitude of “us
four and no more,” 1s not biblicall All
one has to do to see this 1s note the
numbers given in the Scriptures de-
scribing the early church. In Acts 1:15,
one hundred twenty met 1n the upper
room. On the day of Pentecost, 3,000
were saved and baptized (Acts 2:41).
Acts 4:4 records 5,000 saved! In Acts
4:32, a multitude (singular) was added to
the church. In Acts 5:14 multitudes (plu-
ral) were added to the church. Lastly,
i Acts 16:5, the churches “Zucreased in
numbers darly.” 1f God 1s not interested
in numbers, then why did He include
numbers 1 regards to the eatly
church? There is an interesting fact
about the growth of the early church,

A Healthy Church is a
Growing Church!

We pralls:s' God for the new members
He sends to us each month and pray.

that théy will quickly find a place in %,

our midst where their spiritual gifts
will be used for the profit of all.

Rachel Fruchey

Doug & Sheila Roberts

" “Tom & Phyllis Anders

Steve & Chris Crispen

which 1s that God’s work grows by
multiplication. The disciples were mul-
tiplied (Acts 6:1). The churches multi-
plied (Acts 9:31). The Word of God
multiplied (Acts 12:24).

Finally, Sunday school 1s a wonder-
tul place to exercise the spiritual gifts
God has given us (I Cor. 12:7) to reach
lost souls. Paul told Timothy that Spir-
it-filled preachers and teachers ought
to show others how to get the job
done (II Tim. 2:2). A church striving
together for the faith of the gospel
should utilize Sunday school as a
means of not only exercising our spiri-
tual gitts, but also as a means of reach-
ing lost multitudes for Christ (Matt.
9:36-37).

It seems like everywhere you go,
yvou find businesses posting their “Mis-
ston Statement.” This mission state-

ment defines their goals and objectives.

The same should be said for every Bi-
ble-believing church and Sunday
school. What should be our goal and
objective tor Sunday school? Teaching
God’s Word, (Matt. 28:19-20; IT Tim.

easily turned stones mto bread and He
would have been justified in doing so.
Instead of giving in to the Devil's advice
and timung, Christ stated, "wan shall not
live by bread alone, but by every nord of God."
Jesus was trusting God the Father. He
knew that in God's timing, angels would
be sent to munister to His physical
needs. Until then, He would live by the
Word of God. Satan i1s not omniscient;
however, he knows our weaknesses
because he has been dealing with people
like us for thousands of years. Don't
allow yourself to fall mto sin during
times of weakness; wmstead, rely on
God's Wotd.

The Word of God Gives Us Victory

Jesus Christ 1s God. As the Lord walked
on the earth, He had every power
available to Him that God has. When
Satan came, Jesus could have destroyed
Him with a lightning bolt or simply by
speaking him out of existence. Jesus

2:15, 3:16-17), winning the lost (Pro.
11:30, Dan. 12:3; Matt. 4:19-20), dis-
cipling and baptizing believers (Matt.
28:19-20: Acts 16:30-33), enlisting
servants into the Lotrd’s service by
adding them to the church (Acts
2:37-41; Eph. 4:11-16), encouraging
believers to give of themselves (Luke
6:38; Acts 20:35; I Cor. 16:1-2; 1T
Cor. 9:8) to win souls to Christ (Luke
19:10, James 5:20; Jude vs. 22-23) —
these should be our objectives in see-
ing our mission statement fulfilled as
a church. Where better to accomplish
them than 1 a biblical Sunday school
program.

Sunday school is for people of
every age because the teaching of the
Bible 1s for every age. We set the
wrong  example by  completely
ignoring Sunday school or by sending
our children without going ourselves.
Sunday school 1s a great tool that can
change the moral fabric of our
communities, state and our nation, but
it must start with you. For the sake of
our children, our soctety and our
Lord, make Sunday school a priority.

Christ is the Ziing word. Everything that
He did and said was perfect. Any
command that He gave the Devil was a
command of God. It is interesting to me
that Jesus used something that is
available to all believers; the nwzren Word
of God. Jesus used three Old Testament
passages of scripture to combat the
Devil. As Christtans, we need to
understand that our victory only comes
by the written Word of God. If the Bible
ts not a part of our lives, we will live
weak and defeated Christian lives. Psalm
119:10 says "Wherenithal shall a young man
cleanse His way? By taking heed thereto
according to thy word."

Christ gives us a strong example to
tollow as He endured temptation in the
desert. The more we spend time in
God's Word, the more we will be
molded to live like Christ. May God help
us to have victory when the Devil uses
his tactics against us.
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