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The Dangers of

OMPROM

By Pastor Richard Bickelhaupt

KEY TEXT: I KINGS ILI-9

he pages of time are filled with
historical figures, both good and

Apostle Paul said, “Be not deceived: evil
commmunications corrupt good manners” (I Cor.
bad. Each person is remembered 15:33). Paul also told the Church at Corinth
for something unique. I would not to have fellowship with those who live
like you to consider the life of wickedly, ‘“But now I have written unto you not to
Solomon, the son of King David. keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a
As he was ready to assume the throne of his
father, Solomon prayed and asked God to give drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not
him wisdom to rule Israel (I Kings 3:5-9). In to eat,” (I Cor. 5:11). Many Christians—
his prayer, Solomon prayed for wisdom to lead mcluding preachers— have embraced the
God’s people, but he failed to ask God for
wisdom to rule his own life. As I Kings 11:7-9
states, we need to ask how Solomon got to

Jornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a

wrong assoclations, leading to compromise. I
hear many of them say, “Wel, I think I can help
them,” while ignorng God’s commands to be

separate (Eph. 5:11, IT Thess. 3:6, I Tim. 6:3-

5, IT Tim. 3:5, IT Cor. 6:14-17). Remember,

where he was in life. Years after the Lord gave
Solomon wisdom to lead Israel, Solomon
himself became a miserable failure in his
personal and spiritual life. But, again, how did
this happen?

See

I have no doubt that the path of . L
Compromise

compromise led Solomon to spiritual ruin.
From our key text, lus defeat can be attrbuted
to several factors. First, King Solomon had the
wrong association. In verse one, it says: ‘But
Solomon loved many strange women, together with the
danghter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites,
Aunmonites Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites.”
Solomon disregarded the Word of God in
order to please his fleshly desires and to please
others. Did you notice the phrase, “.. many
strange women.” The Bible warned Israel about
having wrong associations. In Deuteronomy
7:1-5, God warned Israel about marrying
outside of Israel. He warned them not to
marry, assoclate, or partake in their ungodly
practices (Ex. 23:2, 32-33; Prov. 4:14). The

same is true for the believer today. The
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Don't Always

ften times, I wonder if there is a greater

opportunity somewhere to spread the gospel.

Daily I'm surrounded by people who claim

salvation and already know about God and his
plan for redemption. It's not like I can share Christ with my
lost co-workers because, in the ministry, a personal
relationship with Him 1s a job requirement. We tell our
students and their parents daily about God and his
goodness. Most of them claim salvation, so I wondered, 1s
there somewhere else God can use me so I can be more
etfective in sharing the message of salvation to those who
need it?

Several days ago, my daily Bible reading brought me to
Mark 12:28-34. Here Jesus 1s answering a group of
Sadducees who are adamantly trying to trap Him with His
words. Jesus admonishes them to uphold God as their first
love and to love their neighbors. These, He says are the
greatest commandments. Then one scribe acknowledges
Jesus' superior answer by reiterating Christ's words, directly
correlating them to the Scriptures. Here, we are obviously
caught m conversation between the Savior and a man
well-educated in God's word.

It was verse thirty-four that caught my attention. "_Asud when
Jesus saw that e answered him discreetly, be said unto him, Thou art
not far from the kingdom of God." The word discreetly means
intelligently. This man knew the law and the
commandments and all things pertaining to sacritices and
burnt-otferings, and he knew all the right answers, yet Jesus
called him out on his lost state by telling him that he was
"not far from the kingdon of God." He was close, but not in!

The last part of the verse is very sad to me. It reads, "And
no man after that durst ask him any guestion.” 1 have to believe
that this scribe was just one more question away from the
light of salvation, but, for whatever reason, he did not ask.
Perhaps he let the pride of his own "knowledge" block his
path to a true relationship with the Savior. Maybe he was

By Jeremy Bickelhaupre

intimidated by the crowd of learned men around him. Maybe
he was satisfied enough by just having the right answers.

My job requires me and the other statf members to constantly
drill into students and parents God's Word. Sometimes it
seems like preaching to the choir. Most of those to whom we
teach over and over, claim salvation, so it all seems repetitious
and pointless. But, after reading this verse, my objective has
come back into focus. Reght ansners don't alvays equate to a right
relationship with the Savior. We must keep preaching and teaching
the Gospel to those God has put before us, because you never
know the heart of a person based on the number of right
answers he gives. Perhaps all he needs is one more opportunity
to hear and answer salvation's call.

Published with permission from
Jmbickelhaupt.blogspot.com

Activities & 4

May 7 — Trading Post is OPEN!.

June 4 — Pride Pack-out Let's pack-out our Pride!
Clubbers will earn bonus Pride Points for each new visitor!

July 16 — Penny Drive Bring in your pennies, nickels

and dimes (quarters and dollars too!). This Boys vs. Girls
penny drive will benefit one of our supported missionaries.

August 13 — WATER WARS V  Bring a towel!

You're gonna get wet on this water-themed night!

3 + The Earnest Contender , Spring 2014
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MAY 10
LadiesTea
WI Liz Rogers
11 a.m.

MAY 11
Mother’s Day Services
10 & 11 a.m., 6 p.m.

JUNE 15
Father’s Day Services
10, 11 am. & 6 p.m.

JUNE 2226

Anniversary Sunday &
Tent Meeting/Revival

See Ministry News for details

JUNE 30HULY 4
Youth Camp
At Mt. Salem Revival Grounds

JULY 6
Cross Point String Band
& Church Picnic

JULY 13

Directory Sunday
11a.m.

AUGUST 3-8

Vacation Bible School
w/ the Jim Walker Family
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Ministry News

OCCA Enrolling

Ottawa County Christian Academy will be
enrolling new students for the 2014-2015
academic calendar year through June 30.
Openings are limited in certain grade
levels. If you or someone you know is
interested in a Christian education at
OCCA, please contact the school office.

Anniversary/Tent Revival
Grace Baptist Church will conduct its an-
nual Tent Meeting Revival on June 22-26.
The meeting will begin on Sunday and
will run through Thursday. Please see
next page for speaker and special music
lineups. Sunday’s service times will be
normal, with a carry in dinner to follow the
morning worship hour. \Weekday services
will commence Monday evening at 7 p.m.
(dinner at 5:30 p.m.). Services Tuesday
through Thursday will be at 10 a.m. and 7
p.m. daily with meals served each week-
day (with the exception of Monday) at
8:45 a.m., noon and 5:30 p.m. There will
also be a children’s Bible hour Tuesday
through Thursday after the morning’s first
speaker. Please mark your calendars and
take some time to be with us during this
week!

Rise Up & Build
UPDATE: A total of 39 commitments
have been made to our building debt
retirement program. Since September
2012, the program has decreased the
current building debt to just under
$35,000. That's $55,000 of eliminated
debt! Being involved entails trusting God
for only $8/week. It is our goal to
eradicate our current debt before we
move ahead with a much needed building
project to add a larger auditorium and
more classrooms. Please pray about
what you can do for our Rise Up & Build
program.

Cross Point String Band
GBC will host the Cross Point String
Band —a blue-grass gospel group — on
July 6. Morning services will be held at

their normal times, but an afternoon
picnic and service are being planned for
that day. More details will be announced
at a later date.

Directory Day

GBC will be updating its church directory
this summer. The goal is to include all
active members and regular attendees of
the church for contact purposes. In order
to accomplish this, we will be having
Directory Day on July 13. All members
and friends of GBC who want to be
included in the 2014 GBC Church
Directory are asked to attend the morning
services, stay for a carry-in dinner and
get an updated family/personal photo.
There will also be contact cards for all
members to update. Joseph Brock
Photography will be on hand to take
photos (optional packages will be made
available to purchase).

A MINISTRY OF GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH

2ile

“..and he went a little further.” ~ Matthew 26:39

Activity Schedule

May 17 — Youth Rally at Bible
Baptist Church (Tiffin)
June 7 - Teen Car Wash in
GBC parking lot
June 30 to Teen Camp at Mt. Salem
July 4- Revival Grounds
(Parkersburg, WV)
July 12 - Youth Rally

Norwalk Baptist Church
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JUNE 22-26

R.B. OUELETTE, ROGER GREEN, MARK ROGERS, JAMES LEWIS
BRET GROVES, MARTIN HOLMAN & CHUCK KEESEE

SERVICE TIMES:

Sunday

10, 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Weekdays

10a.m.* & 7 p.m.

MEAL TIMES:

Sunday

Carry-in after 11 a.m. service
Weekdays

8:30 a.m. - Breakfast™
Noon — Lunch *
3:30 p.m. —Dinner

*No breakfast, lunch or 10 a.m. Service on Monday only

.

\> MUSIC FROM </

Crown College Ladies” Trio
Grace Men’s Quartet
Mark & Liz Rogers
Bret &, Karen Groves





[image: image6.png]FREMONT- Ottawa County Christian Academy’s
elementary students won five of six individual awards as
well as the overall school championship trophy at the
2014 Chrstian  Academies of Northwest Ohio
(CANWO) Spelling Bee and Speech Competition held at
Temple Christian Academy on April 11,

The competition 1s for elementary students in
kindergarten through the sixth grade. A total of 67
students from OCCA, Temple Christian Academy
(Fremont) and Harvest Temple Christian Academy
(Clyde) competed in the event.

Both the spelling and speech competitions were
broken into the tollowing divisions: K-1, 2nd & 3+, and
4h-6th, Among the winners for OCCA were: Austin
Marzke (Genoa), K-1 Spelling Champion; Jaxan
Bickelhaupt (Fremont), K-1 Spelling Runner-up and K-1
Speech Champion; Kellen Bickelhaupt (Oak Harbor),
2nd-3:d Spelling Champion; Ryan Kozak (Genoa), 4h-6th
Spelling Runner-up; Carmen Bickelhaupt (Oak Harbor),

Photos by Joseph Brock Photography

OCCA detends CANWO title

School shines with five individual champs

20d-3wd Speech Champion; and Breanna Slessman
(Oak Harbor), 4th-6th Speech Champion.

Students also were awarded ribbons for their
speech performances. A three-judge panel issued blue
ribbons to those scoring 30-27 points (30 being the
highest), red ribbons for 26-24 scores and green
ribbons for 23-20 scores. All scores below 20 received
yellow participation ribbons. OCCA’s blue ribbon
performances included: Xoie Bickelhaupt (Fremont),
Kendyle Baer (Curtice), Aiden Slessman (Oak
Harbor), Luke Hawkins (Oak Harbor), Breanna
Slessman, and Carmen Bickelhaupt.

The overall school championship trophy was
determined by the tfollowing scoring procedure:
schools recetved five points for every champion
represented, one point for every blue ribbon received
and one point for each spelling runner up. The total
score 1s then divided by the number of students
competing from that school. OCCA won the trophy
tor the second consecutive year, garnering 33 points
and a final score of 1.74.
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Solomon’s first step to compromise
was wrong association which led him to the
second step — wrong admiration. You will
never admire that which is wrong if you
never associate with it. Concerning Solomon,
the Bible states in verse two, “Solomon clave
unto these in lore.” The word clare, according
to Strong’s concordance, means: “to cling or
adhere;.... abide fast, ... follow close.” These
women were pagans. According to the
context, they were mvolved i idol worship.
A study of these false gods reveals that their
worship required human sacrifice. Stil,
Solomon ““lave unto these in love.” Solomon
was infatuated with them. He followed them,
he admired them. Who do your children
admire? You had better watch your
assoclations! You better watch who you
admire! It has been sad, “for who they
admire, they aspire to be.” Rock-and-Roll
singers, athletes, and Hollywood stars are not,
for the most part, good role models for the
Chnstian.  When the Christian starts
admiring the wrong people or things in life,
he takes another step away from God.

The third step of compromise is
found in verse three. He had the wrong

aspiration. The Bible states that “Solomon
had seven bundred wives, princesses, and three
hundred concubines: and his wives turned away bis
heart.” Many Bible commentators suggest that
these “princess wives” of Solomon were gifts
to the King of Israel. The tribal leaders would
present their loveliest daughter as a brde to
the King, hoping to find favor and peace with
the King. The Bible states that he had 700
wives and 300 concubines. Solomon accepted
their gifts. This was in direct violation to the
commandments of God (Deut. 7:1-5). True
wisdom 1s found in God’s plan for marriage
(Gen. 2:24-25). God designed marriage for one
man and oze woman for life! The Christian
should never condone what God condemns!
Solomon’s problem was that he wanted to be
like the other kings. He wanted to live like
they did. He aspired to be just like them. What
a mistake! The Bible states that if any man
love the world, the love of the Father is not in
him (I John 2:15). Let’s be followers of God,
not followers of men (Eph. 5:1, I John 2:6)!

The final step of Solomon’s
compromise was his wrong adoration (1
Kings 11:4). It was unfortunate that Solomon
loved these strange women so much, that he
allowed them to turn his heart away from
God. It’s easy to judge Solomon here, but he
did what any of us would do if not led by the
Holy Spirit or God’s Word! He adored them
so much that he turned his back God— the

One who gave him wisdom— only to follow
after ungodliness. Solomon loved them so
much he built “high places” for these pagan
gods m order, I believe, to appease his
wives.

There is a great danger when we
compromuse the Word of God. When we
compromise God’s commands, it affects
our worship, our lives, our children and our
nation. As for Solomon, compromise led to
the following: 1. The Lord was angry with
Solomon (I Kings 11:9); 2. Israel was
divided (I Kings 11:11, 12:16-19); 3. The
Lord stirred up adversaries against Solomon
(I Kings 11:13-25); 4. Three generations
were lost to ungodliness— Solomon’s
generation, his son Rehoboam’s generation,
and Abijam’s generation all did evil in the
sight of the Lord (I Kings 13-15). It wasn’t
until Asawas made king that Judah turned
back to God (I Kings 15:11-13).

As can be seen through the life of
Solomon, there 1s great 1
When

compromused for friendship, convenience,

danger
compromise! biblical truth 1s
personal gain or self gratification, just
remember the consequences of compromise.
Over the years, I've been accused of being
too narrow and unwilling to bend, but I
refuse to compromise biblical truth! I'll stick
with the Book, the blood and the blessed

Hope! Christian, don’t be a compromiser!

OCCA SCHOLARSHIP AND FINANCIAL AID FUND

Support OCCA

Financial aid fund established to help
qualifying families with tuition costs

I'd like to make a one-time $2,300
contribution to help send a qualifying student
to OCCA for one year.

O I'd like to make a one-time donation to the
OCCA Scholarship Fund in the amount of:

$

Part of Ottawa County Christian Academy’s mission is to
provide area parents and church families an alternative to public
education. Despite OCCA’s current eftorts to make a Christian
education more atfordable by keeping tuition and fees low,
there are some parents who choose against a Christian
education at OCCA because they cannot atford it. Lowering
tuition is not an option as the school already has a large portion

O I'd like to commit to contributing:
$ per month to the OCCA
Scholarship Fund.

of its operating costs being supported by its parent ministry,
Grace Baptist Church. In efforts to keep attendance at OCCA
affordable, a scholarship fund will be set up to extend financial
aid to those families who qualify for it. Our goal 1s to never turn

(Please make out all checks for one-time donations
to: Grace Baptist Church.)

away a family because of finances. If you would like to donate Please remit to: GBC/OCCA
to the OCCA Scholarship and Financial Aid Fund, please read over Scholarship Fund
the options to the right, pray about what God would have you PO Box 69

do, and submit your commitment.

Oak Harbor, OH 43449

]
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