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“..that ye should earnestly contend for the faith... “

By Pastor Bickelhaupt

qu nother year 1s just about over.
It 1s hard to believe that this will
the the twenty-seventh Christmas holi-
day that we have spent in Oak Harbor.
When I first came to town, many asked,
“Why are you coming to start another
church. We have plenty of churches in
Oak Harbor.” A lot has changed since
1986, and I’'m still asked on occasion,
“Why did you comer”

As we approach the Christmas holiday,
we need to be reminded of why Jesus
came into this world. Christmas 1s not
about bows and ribbon, gifts and din-
ners, or even family gatherings. These
traditions are not why He came. Mat-
thew 1:18-23 describes the events that
took place during birth of the Savior.

“WNow the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise:
When as his mother Mary was espoused 1o
Joseph, before they came together, she was found
with child of the Holy Ghost.  Then Joseph her
husband, being a just man, and not willing to
matke her a publick example, was minded to pur
her away privily. But while he thonght on these
things, bebold, the angel of the Lord appeared
unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son
of Datid, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy
wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the
Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth a son,
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WHY DID
JESUS COME?

Four Reasons for the Season...

and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he
shall save his people from their sins. Now all
this was done, that it might be fulfilled which
was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying,
Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall
bring forth a son, and they shall call his name
Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God
with us.”

As we examine this great passage on the
birth ot Christ, please consider four rea-
sons for His coming.

First, Christ came to fulfill God’s plan
(v. 18-20). Before the foundation of the
world was laid, before man ever
breathed his first breath, God’s plan of
redemption was already devised (II Tim.
1:9, Titus 1.2, Rev. 13:8). The Apostle
Paul described this plan in Galatians
4:4-5: “But when the fulness of the time nas
come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman,
made under the law, to redeem them that were
under the law, that we might receive the adop-
tion of sons.” Christmas is about God’s
plan for fallen man!

Second, Jesus came to save us from our
sins. “And she shall bring forth a son, and
thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall
save his people from their sins (Matthen 1:21).”

(Con’t — See “Why Did Jesus Come” inside)
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DECEMBER 13
Adult Outing
Shopping & Dinner

Grace Baptist Church presents

5 p.m.

DECEMBER 20
The Gift
OCCA Program
6 p.m.

DECEMBER 22 [§ F B A CHRISTMAS MUSICAL
;' 3 -' -‘ < g E - < - b ’ : -

W December 22
DECEMBER 24 r - _ 6 D m.

7 p.m.

Christmas Cantata
6 p.m.

DECEMBER 31 :
New Year’s Eve Service GRACER H251S. Toussaint—Portage Rd. - Oak Harbor

7 p m BAPTIST CHURCH

This year’s Christmas oftering will go toward paying ot the church
bus. After December’s installment payment, there will be

approximately $4,300 remaining. It is our goal to pay the bus off and RI U P

then increase our monthly building payment in order to pay that | - . —~—
debt down even quicker. The building debt will be under §45,000 at bV .
the start ot 2014, as nearly halt of the debt has been eradicated since , ﬂ .
our Rise Up &> Build program commenced a little over a year ago. = il

NEHEMIAH 2:1
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o much is being made of using the phrase “Happy
Holidays” mstead of “Merry Christmas” nowadays.

Apparently, doing the latter may be offensive to those
who do not share the sentiments of the traditional Christmas
story. You know... the one that celebrates the birth of “Christ” —
thus “Chuist’mas!

In today’s politically correct society, people may overreact to what
you say. Just remember that your 1st Amendment right allows you
to express your faith and doctrine openly! The liberal agenda
attempts to use the establishment clause i this amendment as a
way to squelch your freedom of speech through the guise of
political correctness, but do not succumb to that line of thinking.
Your freedom, as granted in the bill of rights, allows you to openly
express faith-based expressions like “Merry Christmas” just as the
atheist and agnostic crowd has the nght to wish others “Happy
Holidays.” You see, the atheist and agnostic choose to say
“Happy Holidays” because they are unbelieving and reject the
person and message of Jesus Chust. But raising a stink about
saying “Merry Chrstmas” goes beyond their unbelief. They do so
because they are God-haters and they seek to remove Him from
every aspect of our American culture.

The Chustian should be different. If the atheist crowd hates God
and wants hum gone from our society, then the Chrstian should
love God and see that He is ever-present in this world. During the

Christmas season, we should be promoting Chust as
passionately as unbelievers attempt to demote Fim. Part of
that promotion is simply saying “Merry Christmas.”

Does this mean you should confront everyone who wishes you
“Happy Holidays” and repamand them for not using “Merry
Christmas” mstead? Absolutely not!l We must keep in mind
that not everyone believes as Christians do. As Christians, we
believe Chastmas 1s about Chust and God’s love for mankind.
Non-Chustians have their 1st Amendment nght to celebrate
the holiday season however they wish, just as the Christian can
do the same. This season 75, however, a great opportunity to let
others around you know, i a compassionate and loving manner,
where you stand and what you believe. Take the opportunity to
wish others “Merry Chnstmas” without the fear of offending
them. It may just lead to a great conversation about the gift
God gave to us through His Son, Jesus.

This year, do not let political correctness keep you from

wishing someone “Merry Christmas.” And don’t just say it...
mean it!

meaquz.

(”Why Did ]ESUS Come? ”Continued)

The world celebrates this holiday with its drunken parties and
lavish feasts and gifts, while the Savior who came to “save us
from out sins” 1s being forgotten. How ironic, that mankind
will celebrate and exploit the very sins that Jesus came into
the world to save us froml!

Third, Jesus came to fulfill biblical prophecy (v. 22-23a).
Hundreds of passages in the Old Testament point to the
coming Messiah. The manner of His birth (virgin born, Isa.
7:14), the place of His birth (Micah 5:2), the time of His birth
(Dantel 9:25), were all fultilled when Christ was born. No
other tigure in history has ever — nor ever will — fulfill all the
prophecies like Christ.

Finally, Jesus came so God could dwell in the flesh with
man (v. 23). This verse ends with, “and they shall call his name
Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.” John 1:14
states, “and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” Jesus
came to dwell with us! The Creator, the Sustainer, the Re-
deemer loved us so much that He came into a sin-cursed
world, to live a smless life and to die a sinner’s death. He
came to “ge us life and life more abundantly (John 10:10).”

Jesus is the reason for the season! He took the time to
come to us — to be »irh us! Will you take time this Christ-
mas to recognize Himr My prayer for each of us is to find
room in our hearts and time in our schedules for the Lord
during this holiday season. May each and everyone have a
Merry Christmas! — Pastor

Jeremy Bickelhaupt, Editor; Shauna Bickelhaupt, Assistant Editor; Contributing articles: Pastor Richard Bickelhaupt, Jeremy Bickelhaupt
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