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eptember has arrived. The

temperature 1s begmning to

cool and the mnights are

getting crisp. Fall 15 a time of

beauty and a time of harvest.
I have lived 1 a rural area most of my
lite, so I anticipate the harvest season
with great joy. Farmers i our area
reap fields of pumpkins, squash,
cabbage, corn and many other crops.
They have put a year’s worth of labor
mto the fields for one reason— the
harvest.

The Christian should learn a valuable
lesson from the farmer. We reap what
we sow, we reap according to how we
sow, and we reap much later than we
sow. The Lord has taught me over the
years the importance of sowing and
reaping. This spiritual law applies to
every aspect of our Christian lives,
mcluding our finances.

Proverbs 3:9-10 states: “Honour the
LORD with thy substance, and with the
Serstfruits of all thine increase: So shall thy
barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses
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shall burst ont with new wine.” 1 believe

every Christian desires their barns be
filled with plenty and their presses
overflowing, but unfortunately, that
1s not the case for all. It seems that
many believers struggle financially.
The reasons are probably vast. Some
have established a pattern of
mpulsive and foolish  spending.
Others spend more than they make,
or they are content staying at a low-
paying, dead-end job and refuse to
better themselves. If inflation 1s gomng
up more than your wages, you need
to sertously take a good look at how
you can better your job situation.

I believe the first step to fimancial
blessings 1s found i Proverbs 3:9.
“Hononr the Lord with thy substance, and
with the first fruits of all thine increase.”
Several things should be noted about
this verse. First, we need to “honor
the Lord.” That means we need to
have the right heart attitude as we
give. Both Cam and Abel offered
unto the Lord, but Cam’s offering
was tejected. Why?  Because he
offered 1t the wrong way. His sacritice

See “honor” pg. 7
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[image: image3.png]It is not the message of "acceptance" but the truth of
historic, traditional Chustianity that has transformed
soctety over the centuries. The spread of the biblical
Gospel message throughout generations has changed the
wotld.  Christianity has grown and spread because
Christians  have  taken
Christ's  great
commission to go into all
the wortld and make
disciples. Animated by love
tor their neighbor (dictated
by Scripture) and concern
for their eternal future
(heaven or hell), believers in historic Christianity have
sought to spread the truth of the Gospel throughout the
wotld. Concern for their fellow man and the belief that
ministering to the poor and needy is the same as
ministering to the Lord Jesus Christ himself (Matt. 25:40)
has been the impetus to build hospitals, orphanages, soup
kitchens, pregnancy care centers, water purification plants

seriously

Liberal Christians reject the core
tenets of historic Christianity. They
have embraced the contemporary
fancies of an ever-changing culture.

Liberal Christianity undermines the Truth that has
motivated so much good work. Liberal Christians reject the
core tenets of historic Christianity. They have embraced the
contemporary fancies of an ever-changing culture. They
have nothing to live for, nothing to die for, and nothing to
wotk for. For them, church is just
another social club, devoid of power
because it is not anmmated by
transcendent truth and
accountability  for  living  in
conformity with that truth. They
have no authority for faith or action.
They embrace a  counterfeit
Christianity, a pale image of the real thing, a hollow shell, a
thin gruel that offers little sustenance for its followers or
the culture at large.

It 1s no wonder that the ranks of liberal Christian churches
are shrinking. Liberal Chrstianity is passing with a
whimper, not a bang. Increasingly, its adherents have

and the like around the world.

was offered in pride, self-sufficiency
and self-centeredness. The Bible
says that we are to “honor the Lord
with our substance.” This 1s all the
“stuff” that God has gwen you.
Giving to the Lord and His work
with the right attitude 1s a must! The
Apostle Paul addressed this in II
Corinthians 9-7,  “But this I say, He
which soweth  sparingly shall reap also
sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully
shall reap also bountifully. Every wuan
according as he purposeth in his heart, so
let b give; not grudgingly, or of
necessity: for God lIoveth a
cheerful giver.”

The next step for obtamning God’s
tinancial blessmgs on your life 1s

concluded it 1s not worth saving,

found in the last part of Proverbs 3:9.
It states, “and with the first fruits of all
thine increase.” Here God is to be
honored first! The “first fruits” 1s in
reference to the way Crops were
harvested 1 Biblical times. A certain
portion of the crop was to be taken
to the house of the God and given
back to the Lord. Before the farmer
reaped anything for himselt or sold
anything, the “first fruits” were given
to the Lord. Jesus said, “But seek ye
first the fkingdons of God, and his
righteonsness; and all these things shall be
added nnto yon (Matt. 6:33).” When we
put the Lord first in our finances, it
shows we trust Him and love Him.
When we put God ftirst mn our
finances, 1t won’t be hard to tithe,
give to missions, the building fund or
any other need which may arise. It
mstead becomes a natural line of
thought to offer more of our

s goodsearch.com

“Ottawa County Christian Academy”

First appeared on Townhall.com 7/25/12
Used by permission.

substance to meet the need.

Those who are in constant financial
battles make me wonder what the
real cause 1s? Poor financial
management? Contentment with a
substandard job? Perhaps 1t 1s more
likely that the Lord 1sn’t first i their
finances.

As for me, I want God’s blessings.
I want my barns to be filled and the
presses overflowing. I have
personally  experienced  these
blessings from the hand of God,
and I believe the key to fmancial
blessings 1s found in “honoring the
Lotrd” m our harvest fields. What
will you do each week as you
recetve your harvest? Christian, let’s
make sure we are found faithful as
God’s stewards.
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The story of David and Goliath is [ 7" encouragement, yet we find his confidence
such a common story that many of us came from the LORD. Verses 45-46 say, "I
read through it and only take out of will come to thee in the name of the
it what is obvious and familiar. LORD of hosts," and "This day will the
Recently, in my Bible reading, the LORD deliver thee into mine hand."
Holy Spirit gave me something more
on which to dwell.

-

So often, I try to take refuge in my own
ability. I must remember that when I am
discouraged by the people and things closest
to me, it 1s then I must claim the name of the
LORD. David sums it all up i verse 47,
"And all this assembly shall know that
the LORD saveth not with sword and
spear: for the battle is the LORD'S and
he will give you into our hands."

In I Samuel 17, David lett his sheep
to check up on his brothers in battle
only to have Eliab, his oldest brother,
belittle and discourage him. In verse
33, Saul offers his own
discouragement and says, "Thou art
not able to go against this
Philistine. ""Tn verse 39, Saul's armor

discourages David. Lastly, Goliath I must be resolute. I must have a little "stick-
himselt discourages David and says, "Am I a dog, to-it-tiveness." I must not let discouragement derail my
that thou comest to me with staves?" His King, his efforts to rely on Him to win my battles for me.

tamily, his security and his foe otfered Dawvid little Published with permission from

Jjmbickelhaupt.blogspot.com

¢

Nursery gains two

Chloe Alexandra Butzier was born
to Eric and Andrea at 12:24 a.m.
Aug. 29. She was 7 lbs. 15 oz and
was 20 'z inches long. Both mom

and baby are doing well. Congrat- Oct. 2 — Trading Post is OPEN!
ulatory cards and gifts may be sent ) h

to: PO Box 93, Burgoon, OH Oct. 2 — Tater Night Potato-themed games and ac-

43407. tivities. Clubbers will bring in potatoes crafted in the image
of a Young Lion’s Club leader.

Activities &

Hudson Oliver Bickelhaupt was
born to Jon and Leah at 11:37
p-m. June 30. He was 7 lbs. 9 oz
and was 19 inches long. Cards
and gifts may be sent to: 13328
W. SR 105, Oak Harbor, OH
43449

Oct. 30 — Bible Heroes Night Clubbers will dress
in costumes representing their favorite Bible character.

Nov. 6 — Year-End Awards & Pizza Party

Clubbers will be recognized for their achievements over
the last year.
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Ladies Fellowship
at Gail Bickelhaupt’s
6:30 p.m.

OCTOBER 13-16

Missions Conference
Weeknights 7 p.m.

NOVEMBER 24
Missionary Ken Stertz
Eastern Europe
11 a.m.

NOVEMBER 28

Thanksgiving Service
6 p.m.

DECEMBER 15

Star of Hope
Christmas Cantata
6 p.m.

DECEMBER 18

Christmas Caroling
7 p.m.

DECEMBER 20
Dinner & Shopping
Adult Outing

5-? p.m.

DECEMBER 24

Christmas Eve Service
7 p.m.

DECEMBER 3l
Watch Night Service
7 p.m.
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Ministry News

Missions Conference
Pastor Tom Trammel of Hartwell Baptist
Church (Cincinnati, OH) will be the
featured speaker at our annual Mission’s
Conference Oct. 13-16. Sunday’s
services will be held at normal times with
all weekday services at 7 p.m. The
following missionaries will be present:
Chuck Barnes (church planter to Maine),
Bill Hardecker (Philippines), Bob
Hawkins (Brazil), and Paul Hostetler
(Madagascar). There will also be a carry-
in dinner following Sunday morning’s
services. Please make plans now to
attend each service.

Thanksgiving Service
GBC’s annual Thanksgiving Service will
be 6 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 28. The evening
will begin with our annual dinner feast
and a Thanks and Worship Service will
follow. A sign up sheet will be posted in
the church foyer for all those wanting to
attend and provide a covered dish.

Christmas Cantata

The Grace Baptist Church choir and dra-
ma team will be presenting Star of Hope
Dec. 15 at 6 p.m. This cantata weaves
together music and drama that tells the
story of a soldier who was blinded while
in the front lines of a Middle Eastern
conflict. The struggles he and his family
will face ultimately guide him to see the
Light of Jesus. Please mark this date on
your calendar and commit to attending.

‘Tis the Season

As you begin to prepare for the holiday
shopping season, don’t forget to utilize
Goodshop.com. Ottawa County
Christian Academy is eligible to receive
a percentage of each online purchase
made through goodshop.com. It's very
easy. 1. Go to www.goodshop.com. 2.
Sign in or register. Be sure to select
“Ottawa County Christian Academy” as

your charity of choice. 3. From the
goodshop homepage, click the link to the
merchant of your choice. 4. Order. Our
goal is to raise $50 from online purchases
this holiday season, and that is going to
take everyone’s help!

Rise Up & Build
UPDATE: A total of 39 commitments
have been made to our building debt
retirement program. Since September
2012, the program has decreased the
current building debt to $55,920.88 (as of
Sept. 2013). That’s $33,081 of eliminated
debt! Being involved entails trusting God
for only $8/week. It is our goal to
eradicate our current debt before we
move ahead with a much needed building
project to add a larger auditorium and
more classrooms. Please pray about
what you can do for our Rise Up & Build
program.

A MINISTRY OF GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
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“..and he went a little further.” ~ Matthew 26:39

Activity Schedule

Sept. 28 —  Parent/Teen
Cookout, 1-3 p.m.
Oct. 11 - Bowling & Pizza,
7 p.m.
Nov. 9 — Break-A-Record
Night (Youth Rally), 5 p.m.
Dec. 20 —  Christmas Banquet

(semi-formal), 6:30 p.m.
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' Once a shining example of liberal Christianity, Crystal Cathedr:al Ministries filed
forsbankruptcy in October' 2010 and in'Fébruary|2012 sold the buildingand its
"~ adjacent campus to the Roman Catholic“Church.Td

0 The New York Times, Ross Douthat goes so far as
to ask, "Can Liberal Christianity Be Savedr" But that
question necessarily prompts two others: What is
Liberal Christianity, and Should it be saved?

Liberal Christianity is dying on the vine...But what, exactly,
ts liberal Christianity? Over the past several decades,
liberalism has primarily defined itself by what it 1s not. Its
message is "We're not like those stodgy old traditionalists—
we're hip and accepting” (as long as they're not asked to
accept unchanging morality

or the truth of Scripture).

Liberal Christianity rejects

the  core  tenets  of

Christianity, including the

belief that Jesus is God, that

all of mankind 1s guilty of

sin and condemned to hell,

that God sacrificed His Son to bear the punishment for our
sins, that Scripture is the absolute, unchanging, pertect
Word of God, and that the only path to salvation is through
believing in Christ's sacrifice and accepting His gift of
eternal life by grace through faith.

In place of these tenets, liberal Christianity embraces a series
of denials: Christ is not divine, mankind is not inherently
sinful, the Scriptures are not authoritative and unchanging,
heaven and hell are not literal, morality and theology are not
absolute, and social mores do not flow from Scripture, but

are an ever-changing product of our

enlightenment.
L=

evolutionary

All of these beliefs allow liberal Chrstians to be more
"comfortable" in the culture around them. The common
message of the liberal Christian s that "God is love" and we
need to speak to the rest of culture in the language of loving
acceptance. "Love" here is code for the conviction that there is
no absolute moral standard which humankind has violated.
Hence, to believe in justice, morality, sin, punishment or an
unchanging God is to be
" ) i n n » n
judgmental” and "unloving.

If this is the heart of liberal

Christianity, 1s it worth saving?

Douthat argued in his article

that conservatives "should not

be smug" about the failures of
liberalism, but rather value the work liberal Christianity has
done to advance the social duties of the Church. While liberal
Christianity might have gotten the Church talking more about
soctal justice, it provided all the wrong answers. Liberal
Christianity looks primarily to the government to shoulder our
social responsibilities. But the social duties of Christians are
clearly spelled out in Scripture, and they are directed to
individual Christians  and  to  the church.  Christians—
individually and collectively—are primarily responsible for this
wortk, not the civil government.
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Dr. Jones!

* Jeff, not Indy (that was
the dog’s name)

Rally Day sets
unofficial record

Gospel gets a balloon ride

Pizza & Pop, Bible
Quiz, Dodge ball
Tourney, Preaching

V N - Cost $3

November 9. S p.m.
325 S. Toussaint-Portage Rd. — Oak Harbor

OAK HARBOR - Grace Baptist Church held Rally
Day on Sept. 8 in efforts to see an attendance record
set for Sunday school.

The goal was to make the church’s Sunday school
the largest in Ottawa County. The final tally was 200,
which Pastor Rick Bickelhaupt believes is a record.
Fourteen more came for the Worship service boosting
the final attendance to 220.

“Am I interested in numbers,” asked Pastor
Bickelhaupt. “You better believe it. Every number
represents a soul, and I'm interested in souls.”

The real theme of the day’s messages to the
congregation was the desperate need for people, young
and old, to attend Sunday school. Pastor Bickelhaupt
stressed 1ts importance saying it was needful to
counteract the ever-growing effects of a sinful society.

The various Sunday school classes participated in
a balloon release between the Sunday school hour and
the Worship service. Each balloon was attached to a
gospel track and a return label with the name of the
individual who released it.

The first response came Thursday of the same
week from a man who picked up Seth Hawkins’
balloon in Galion, Ohio. Ironically, he and his boys
also released balloons that day during their church’s
Rally Day service.

-
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