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st of us have heard of
churches having 1 revs-
4, and some of us may
even have heard or
read sbout the great
revivals of the past. OF all true reviv-
s, several things were always present
Fitst, there was an overwhelming
presence of God. Next, the Holy Spit-
it brought about great conviction of
sin. Third, there was repentance in the
life of the believer —they got tight with
the Lord. As a result of these things, 2
renewed passion for souls and biblical
soukwinting was manifested. Cettain-
Iy every church needs revivall

True revival is not aweek of the year
that a church schedules 2 “Revival
Meeting” Tt does not come under 2
tent with 4 special evangelist or sing-
ing group. Genuine revival is not
about a place, rathet, it is about the
spiritual condition of the believer's
heart. Tt comes about when the believ-
er experiences the full presence and
power of God and it continues with
living and wallsing moment by mo-
ment in Flis presence
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The lack of revival stems from man’s

sinfulness, which separates him from
God. Sin in the life of the believer
hinders prayer (Ps. 6618), removes
God’s blessings (Mal. 3:5-11) and cuts
mankind off from His presence (Gen
36-10, 24) There are many verses in
both the Old and New Testaments
that promise revival for those who
genuinely seek it The Lord told Tstael
in Malachi 37, “...resnm wno e, and T
will veswm wnia yow, saith she LORD of
ast” James tells us in his epistle,
“Draw nigh 10 Gad, and he will drew nigh
S0 yon. Cleanse yowr hands, ye simners; and
iy your hearss, ye dowdle minded. Be
afficsed, and mosrn, and wegp: It yorr
laghser be tamed so monming, and your gy
S0 heaviness, Humble yoreives i e sght
of the Lard, and he shatl 5t yow #p (fames
48-10).” Like Tsrael, we have our
spiritual ups and downs. When things
went well for Tsrael, they would forget
God and fall into sin, onlyto have
judgment to follow. This happened
tepeatedlywith Tsrael, and s it does
with the average Christian. Only 2
teal, lasting revival will keep us from
being the average Christian

See “revival” pg. 7

. (s tHils)
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Over Sin & Sinners

By Jerermy Bickelhaupt

o do you respond to sin and the sinful
people around you each day?

In Ezelel eight, the prophet receives a vision from
God and his spitit is led by God to the "daor of e inner
ga#" of Jerusalem. This is where the Lotd shows him
the idolatrous actions of Israel The people were
worshiping all kinds of "aeeping fhings, abaminable beasts
and alf idds (v. 10)" There were others who did
idolatrous acts in secret (v. 12). The women were
Mureping for Tammnz" (Adonis - 1 Greek god, v. 14), and
the tmen were worshiping the "sun toward the east (v
16)" All these sins provoked God to jealousy (v. 3)
God is 1 jedlous God (Exodus 20:5), and He was not
going to let these abominable acts to continue among
His people and in His san ctuary. The result colminates
in verses 17-18, where God responds, "4, they pws he
branch so their nase. Therefore will I also deal in fiy: mine epe
shall not spare, neisher wil I have piy: and Shongh shey ey i
e ears wish ¢ dond vaice, yes will T not hear them."

In chapter nine, Ezekiel's vision continues with the
otpouting of God's judgment on this wicked people.
Six angels are sent behind the Babylonian army to
supervise the slaughter of the "aid and yowng, doth maids,
and fiste chitdven, and women (v, 6)." This shows that God
uses the agents of evil (Nebuchadnezzar's army) to
carry out His jud gments. Each of these angels carried
in their hand a "siewghier weghon," and one carried 2
wtiter's inkhorn. A strange item for an angel charged
with slaying 2 wicked people, but thank God for the
inkhorn!

The text continues to describe the duty of these angels
to destroy and slay the remnant of Jerusalem, and all
seemed Hopeless for those of the city. But it was the
duty of the inkhorn carrier that revealed God's mercy!

According to verse fout of chapter nine, he was to set
amatk upon the foreheads of the men that "sigh and crp
Jfor the abominasions shat be done in he midst Hhereaf." God
proceeds to instruct these angelic supervisors to spare
those marked by the writer's inkhorn! Theywere not to
be touched or harmed because they showed remorse
and repentance by sighing and crying over sin and
sinners

Are you bothered and remorseful about sin of do you
just continue your day unmoved and unaffected by the
sinfulness that surrounds you? This passsge deady
shows God's compassion and mercy toward those who
are repentant and convicted about their sin and the sin
of others. So my question to you is, "Hase yox been
marked?” If not, God's judgment is coming, Tronically,
God directed the angels to "hegin af my sanciwayy” where
the "anciens men"were. These men were to be destroyed
first, probably because they bore most of the
tesponsibility of Tsrael's sinful, idolatrous acts. They
knesw the truth and failed to teach the generations that
followed. The same will be true of Christians today,
who have forsaken theit obligation to teach the truth
to them that follow

Our nation is in 4 similar situation to that of Tsrael in
Ezekiel's day. We idolize just about everything in our
culture. Remember that an idol is anything that
teplaces our time with God. God is 2 jealous God. He
will not endure the sin of idolatry. His judgment on
Ameticais coming Will you be spared? Fas the carrier
of the inkhorn marked you? If not, fall on your face
and begin to “sigh and cry for all the abominatians
that be done in the midst thereof.” Here you will
find God's mercy. o

You con rod mane sfvemy's arsids ot jebickelboupt Hsggpes o,
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MINISTRY NEWS

Annual Ladies’ Tea

A1l ladies of GBC are invited to attend
the annual ladies’ tea on Saturday, June
27 from 11 am until 1 pm. In the
fellowship hall. Liz Rogers will be the
guest speaker once again this year. Please
contact Gail Bickehanpt for more
information.

VBS 2013

Vacation Bible School will be July 29
through August 2 from G-8 pm. The
Mighty God - God Leads Mases and Me will
be out theme this year and it is 1 study
from the book of Exodus that will show
children how God led Moses through
the perils of his life and remained faith ful
to him in extreme cirasmstances
Children will leam on this quest ways
that God loves s, calls us, saves us,
guides us and cares for us - just like God
did with Moses. So come join us for The
Mighty God VBS 20131

OCCA Registration
Ottawa County Christian Academy is
now registering new students for the
2013-2014 scademic school year. Any-
one interested in enrolling their child
into OCCA for this fall should contact
the school office and obtain an enroll-
ment packet. Please call 419-895-3838
for more information

Register on Goodsearch
Our Christian school is alays looking
for more individualsto pasticipate in our
fundraising efforts. Goodsearch is one
easy way for people to raise money for
out school Simply visit goodsearch.com
and create an account. When prompted,
select  “Ottawa  County  Christian
Academy” a5 your charity of choice

Then, when yowre done registering, set
Goodsearch as your home page and use
it a5 your default search engine. Every
time you search the web, 2 penny is
donated to out school. Members can dlso
shop online thtough Goodshop.comn and
4 percentage of every online purchase
goes diredlyto OCCA.

Clubber News

The Young Lions’ Club has severd fun
summer activities planed! July 3 is
Pariot’s Day. Clubbers are asked to dress
a5 patriotically as possible for bonus Pride
Points! Then, on July 17, the club wil
conduct “Water Wars IV Don' miss
out on ll the funl Come on out each
Wednesday 2t 7pm

Rise Up & Build

A totl of 38 commitments have been
made to our buikling debt retirement
program. Since September of last year,
the program has decreased the current
building debt by $22,7001 Being involved
entails trusting God for only $8/week. If
atotal of 50 commitments are made, then
GBC would be debt free by October
2015 Tt is our gol to eradiaate our
current debt before we move ahead with
2 much needed building project to add 2
larger anditorium and more classrooms
Please pray about what you can do for
our Rise UUp & Buid program

[T ————ry
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Power for the Powerless

By Joe Brock, Assistant Pastor

The great Christisn biographer, Richazd
Ellswerth Day, once said, "t i 2 dreadfil
experience. o have  well-meaning heart
ad m impoveished scul” Day was
implying that Failure and misery will result
fom works  performed  on  the
commbination cf self-empowerment and
spiritual wedkness.

Before Jesus ascended up into Heaven, He
gave some instmctions to His disciples
Jesus told them in Luke 244349, "dad ye
ave witnesos o thee things And, dobold, T send
sheprosmie of p Fatbersgpon o bt tary yein
shocip gfrcsalers, st o be ended it oser
o on high" The apostles were very
‘capable of preaching the Gospel. They
wrere indesd witnewws of the lfe, death, and
reserection of the Lord.Jesus taught them
personally Thess men enoyed 2
Fellowship with the Lord that no one dlse

id. Tn our eyes, if anyone had the ability
to preach and teach the Gospel, it was
these men; however, the Lord saw things
differently 25 He usually doss. Jesus
instructed thern to wait for the power of
the Fbly Spirt before they started
carying out this great commission. If
these capable men were to start the
impossible task of reaching the world
with the Gospel, without the porer of
the Holy Spirit, they would have failed.
Jesus was saying that it was better for
them towait for the pourer rather than to
attempt to do God's work in the flesh,

Unfortsnately, many Christians today
have disconnected thernselves from the
powver of God. Wedk devotional lives are
substituted for deep fellowship with
Christ. Christians are filled with ministry
activity, but nothing i being done for
etenity. Many are tired, bumt out, and
have given up because they try to do

God'swork in the flesh. Iwe are todo
God's work God's way, then we are to
be filled the porwer of the Holy Spirit
Many times we are content to kve
wedk, porerless Christian lives.

Pul sid to the Chrisians in
“Thessalonica, "For our gagpel came notsint
o i o onfy, c aloo 33 power.." e
‘must not be content with just the
activity of the ministry. The Gospel, in
which we have been entmsted, is 2
pouwedful message, however, many
times it is being camied by weak,
povrerless Christians. The Gospel isthe
most effective when it is in the hands
of people filled with the Spisit of Cod.
Spiritual activity byitself,is 2 powerless
activity because it is being carried out
by 2 poverless people. We need to ask
the Lord to revive our hearts and fill us
with His Spit if Godls work is going
tobe acoomplished o
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s the Fourth of July approaches, I wish to

reflect on the word brave This year marks the

237% anniversary of Americas signing of the
Dedaration of Independence. Certainly, the word brae
has significant application to our national history. We, as
2 fledgling nation, relied on the bravery of those willing to
revolt against a tyrannical monarchy. Today we also rely
on the brave military men and women who fight to
preserve our fresdoms. The word itself actually has
become Americana — 2 term representing our cultural
heritage. The word itself brings about 2 sense of
patriotism when heard. Unfortunately, T believe the word
is being distorted and perverted by the sodial left.

A few months ago, a "friend" on Facebock wrote the
following "Asmerica the Brave... sl foars what f doeon't et
Jnow." This quote was written in regards to "marriage
equality" The younglady who posted this comment was
raised in 2 conservative home where the parents, at one
point, attended an independent Baptist church that tasght
Bible truths. Needless to say, that after years of public
education and secular college courses, most of her
conservatism has been taught out of her

As 2 believer of God's Word. 1 find this young lady's
statement to be a foclish one that shows her blind
acceptance to the workd's philosophiss. She clearly has
refiused the truth of God's Word and cpinion has usurped
biblical wisdom in this matter of "marriage equality." She,
of course, would probably argoe that the conservative
sight s far too narrow-minded and that we are intolerant
of the LGBT movement

CanT just say...the portion of America she is referring to
does not fear the act of same-sex mariage, it fears the

Contender * 6

repercussions of it W fear the judgment of 2 righteous God
who has condemned the sin of homosewulity as an
abomination. We fear the chastening hand of the Almighty, who
with just a twritch of an eye, consumed the dties of Sodom and
Gomorrah with fire and brimstone for committing the same
sins being committed today. We have the commands, warnings
and examples of judgment regarding the sin of homosexuality
sight at our fingertips and the fear we have stems from what we
know we are headed for if we, 2s 2 country, do not do an bout
face. "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Ps.
1L10)"

Letme also darify.. America's bravery is found in the resiiency
of its people who have taken a stand against the social
acceptance of sin. It's the resiliency of folks who stand up for
the right things in the face of being labeled unloving and
intolerant that marks true bravery. In the case of "marriage
equality," it's easy to go with the flow and accept everything the
drive-by media blasts us with. It's not so easy to take 2 stand for
what God's Word says regarding the sin that is being committed
(We are even aiticized for labeling the act 2 sin). By the way, we
love the sinners; we just hate the sin

“There has been 2 new surge of media coverage recently that is
pushing for the social acceptance of "marriage equality” Much
coverage of Califomia's Proposition 8 rulings and the U5
Supreme Coust's hearing of cases for the validity of the 1996
Defense of Marriage Actis being used to sway pecple's opinion
in faver of "marsiage equality " Now, more than ever, may
America be found truly brave by taking a stand for
sighteousness and showing only fear for the One whose
chastening hand is being restrained.

My version reads this way: "America the Brave.. fears God and
takes a stand for what she knows to be right"
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| Eightyearcold Skyla Lewis, e of
out van sidees from Geros, was
Jalld 8 trgc autormobile cci-

dent on Jun 3, 2013, We grieve

i Iogs a5  church, but sjoice in
ki that she trsted Chist s hes Savior! Hese's what Esthes
Hawkins,co-director of the Genoa ven zoute seid concesning Sky-
e

“Our beorts ane gitig with e paceing of v ewvss, SR sav rider, Sklor
Luvis It wox abont o oot oge 1o sbe ond b forely remed 1 Gensa, Whee
appresshed shost saming 10 Samdgy Schasd SKplor md ber vwn yusmger ablings

wer exinmesy wxaied The it gne they aomded wae during It yoor's
Vocstin Bibs S bl I wot after ns of the Bile hallnges ot Sk lor
isated Chrit a2 ber Stéer) Yon condd sse s bod 3t b fir God
She rorey miseed 3 Sumdgy- v e ready fr e som a e prlled .
Hareogemiss wae qpparent oo s wondd race 10 the o, Bible v bond,
siblngsin aw, ecared o eom obos Jesel She afon wanied 12 e vhe
specal "balpr?” whither s the som o1 Josior Charch, She ied 12 ol
g it on e frons 1w ge s sookedn ol a1 wat being tonght Wi
il na3andy s she e o of ko, bt e sinare desive 10 Joof
Jeoued We are comfiad e mowing ot e st cafe . he e afons
“As we rfls an vhis preis 5, we ane remsnded af the imparionse sf
rodbing ot niighbarboode ond towns wi the guapel of Chiet S
e e chliron v come wnin e, 9nd frbed thom nat. for af o i the
ingdone of God" ~Mork 10:14. Pleaes antiont 1 pray fr e Rnell
ond Lavis famiie 2 iy griv the oz of Skylor”

Notinvelvedin s ministzy at GBC? Why not each otters ke
Skylaz? Thete is 1 geat rved for workers in the areas of chil-
dma's sministey and this cizcurnstance stresses the irmportance
of 12 aching ous area children for Christ! Praise God Skylar was
seached, but how many mow young people e ot there wait-
ing; for sompans to share Jesus with therm? How about you? If
o aze able, then aze you willng? Contact the pastor and get
involved tadsy!

Revival~ from pg. 1

Spiritual progress is the onlyway to
avoid spiritual decay. A believer
tmust revitalize of they will fossilizel
We are commanded to “Gesie she sin-
e milk of the Wond (T Pes, 1:21),” and
we ate commanded to “gow in grae
nd in the knowiedse of owr Lavd and Sav-
o Jews Christ (T1 Pes, 3:18).”

Psalm 24:3-4 reveals some great
truths sbout drawing dose to God—
anecessary component of true reviv-
al. The Palmist says, “Who shall a5
and info the hil of he LORD? or wha
shall ssand in his halp place? He #has hash
dean hands, and @ pire hears; who hash
nat Biied 1p Ais sond wnia vanig, nor
suom deceigelly” From this passage,
we find that real revival requires
three things: First, those who will
draw dlose to God must have dlean

) Search for Pennies

£ goodsearch.com

“Ottawa County Christian Academy”

hands. This is in reference to our ac-
tions. They must be clean for real re-
wival to takee place. Next, this passage
states that our heart must be pute
This means our motives of life must
be tight Tt represents our Feelings or
intentions Sinful, sensual desites will
hinder the presence of God, thereby
halting any momentumn toward reviv-
al. Finally, this passage states, “who
hath nas ified up his saxd ssso vanig, noy
suom deceigfely.” This implies that for
teal revival to come, there must be
honesty in one’s life. We must be
honestwith ourselves, others and the
Totd. A person who is dishonest will
never “ascond indo he il f she Lowd.” Tn
other words, dwell in the Lotd’s pres-
ence. A dishonest Christian will hin-
der revival

A great passage of saripture regarding
tevival is found in TT Chronides 7:14,
which reads, “If mp pegple, which ave
called by my nams, shatl
amdle themseloes, and
pray, and seek my fue,
ard sum from their

wicked wgys; then will T hear from heaven,
and will forgiv heiv s, and will heal
sheir fend.” Fot God’s people to ex-
perience revival, the Lord reveals
four important, yet simple steps
Pray. Humble ourselves. Seek His
face. Repent (“Tum from their wicked
e’

God desires to dwell with His
peoplel He desites to dwell with you!
In a few weeks, we wil hold our
annual revival tent meeting My
prayer is that we will be prayed up
and prepared for what the Lord has
for 15, We need to remember that
vl is not a meeting, but
condition of the heart. Pray that the
Holy Spirit will work in the lives of
s people to draw us doser to Him,
and that we would be the type of
servants e need to be. Tsit possible
for genuine revival to happen today?
Yes! And T pray that each of us will
take the proper steps in our personal
lives to live in the spirit of revival
Christian, let’s have revivalla
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