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“..that ye should earnestly contend for the faith... * _jude 1:3
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TARISTIAS

Where is t1¢?

Putting Christ back in Christmas

By Pastor Bickelhaupt
“Now when lesus wes born in
Bethlghen of Judega in the degs
of figrod the king, behold, there
camg virg men from the gas fo
Jeruselem, Soging, Where is he
that is bor King of the Jews? for
vig hevg sgen his stor in fhe gast,
and arg comg 10 worship him.”

Melthew 21-2

( it 0 beixe Thanksgiving
s come and gone,and it
maswill oon be upon s, The

e weeks berween Thanksgiving and
Cheistmas have rumed o 4 mad shop,

ping fenzy,each yene becoming pro-
eresiely worse. Black Frday deals
o e on Thursday afteroon and
st over aweek i some cases. The eve
ning news seported recond <tles for
Black Feiday and Cber Monday The
Chistmas season has evolved nto an
ted el macketing campaign
o gets o shop, shop. shop! During
this time of shopping madaess, 1 s
tened carcully o swhat people said 1
oxeheand people alling abont the grear
deals, o lines, recond sales, an co-
nomic push,voiding the fscal I, et

The focs of the Chisns setson, i
cems,isthe ongring shopping ey
and the cconomie imporance tht .
compnies it 1 hae heand ahmost norh-
ing ahour Jesus Chais lea' He
Supposed o b aehe cente of s hli
da? Wheseis Chiist i al s -

s
The tme of Chse'sbieh was st
By I 1 time of ngomvenience
people e reied to teavel 0 heie
birbplace to be eaxed (Luke 213) 1t
was s during the Lt s o Mary's
pregnancs. Joseph and Masy had 0
ke the arduous oumer from Naza-
eth o Bothlchem, sbout sy il
ek, There were n0 places o I
when they arsived, 50 he especting cou-

plesesortd 10 lodie in 3 ol barn s
ble. The birth of Chest cntad no
it lights, hiny packages, bows o
Singing. He ame ino the world n bun
ble fushion, even having 0l in 3 an-
et — a fecding trough for animl.
Cheis’s birth vas sbout the Savioe corn
ing o che wodd to <ave us from oue
ne (e 121

Inthe conest o the abave passige
the swise men asked, W s He i
b K of e enst” T the craziness of
the day i which wefve, L svould ke v
ek the same question. T i et
Where can Chase be found?

(Gon't - See “Chiistmas” inside)
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[image: image3.png]Santa lves ot the North Pol
JESUS is everywhere.

Santa rides in @ seigh.
JESUS rides on the wind and walks on the water.

Santa comes but once a year...
JESUS is an ever-present help.

Santa fils your stockings with goodies
JESUS supplles all your needs.

Santa comes down your chimney uninvited...
JESUS stands at your door and knocks, and then enters
Your heart when nuited.

Vou have to wait n ine o see Santa.
JESUS is as close asthe mention of His name.

Santa lets you st on his lap...
JESUS lets you rest in His arms.

Santa says, "Hi little boy or girl, what's your
name?”..

JESUS hnew our name before we were born. He
nows everything about us.

Santa has a bely like a boud fullof jely...
JESUS has @ heart ful of love.

Al Santa can offer it HO HO HO...
TESUS offers health, help and hope.

Santa says, "Vou better not ry"...
JESUS says, "Cast ol your cares on me for | care for
vour

Santa's ke helpers make toys..
JESUS makes new ife, mends wounded hearts, re-
pairs broken homes and builds mansions.

Santa may make you chuckle but...
JESUS gives you Joy that is your strength.

While Santa puts gifts under your ree...
JESUS became our gift and died on a tree.

We need to put Christ back In Christmas, lesus s
il the reason for the season!

(“Christmas ”Continued)
Fin, He cn be found in those who seck Him whole

e, Jecemiah 20:13-L4states, “nd e sl sk e, i

Jid . iy shal s fo e i llyur b, And il B¢

Jowd of o i e LORD.” The it sid, Vit my i

art e 1 gt O bt o o

011510,

-

Sccond, Wegan fnd Him n doing Gods il Jesus was
found doing the Father's business (ke 249).Inthis con-
test, Jesus i twelve years od. Joseph and Mary take him o
the temple o the feasr of the Pusver. I the process of
this cvens,Joseph and Masy leave Jerusalem thinking Jesus s
it othes dhat are raveling with then. 1t happens that
Mary and Joseph loseJeus. They seramed to Jensalem and
Found Him i the temple, siting n the midst ofthe doctors
of the " arin i, aing tem guesions (Lo
Afer being scolded by s parents,Jess sud, i

o har s ait oy Fathr's s (Liks 270" Hee
we find esus n he midst of doing God's wil
Third, we can find Chrst in God's house, Seripre

o or e e g
o the conrest

s in Matthess 1520, For

sty s, e i e it o .

of this passige, Jeus i giving instrucions o the church,
heh He estabishid (M 1615, Mare. 151320, When
e gaher in Bl ssembly — 1 locl, new testanent
church — the promise 0f esus presnce is el
Findly, e can find Cheistin careying out the Great
veunision, Gy ifo, e s al nations, bpiing
me o i Futhiand o e Son,and of e Hoy
Gl et ht s il s st 1 e o
sy amd, o, L am wich you alway,
" s the chrch receved s marehing orders
he Great Commission - Jesus promsed his presence 0
those who wonld o and spread the Gospel
The Christas season has becn imundated with ler
e messaging and hype. 16 you felthar Chise s being efe
ot of Chiistmas,dhen plese be eeminded where He can be
cck Him wholheartedly. He i

i e snd o

Found. e s inthose wh
wih tho
with tho

sse busy sbout he Farhec's business. He i

athes rogethera a Biblical e estanent
“whsace busy ullin the Grear

chuach. e i with those
Commision. This holiday scason,le's not et 0 busy that
we Torpet tha Cheit i the ecason fo the sexson. The wise
men sough him Lee s be wise and jusrar
Chistmas, o all he ime
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