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he familiar saying, "The only

thing necessary for the

triumph of evil is for good
men to do nothing"” originates from the
following excerpt from Edmund Burkes’
1770 writings entitled, Thoughts on the Canse
of the Present Discontents: "when bad men
combine, the good must associate; else
they will fall, one by one, an unpitied
sacrifice in a contemptible struggle.”

According to The Ethics and Religious
Libertie: mmission, only 30 million out
of 60 million self-proclaimed Christians
vote. That’s one for every twol This figure
astounds me. Most Christians are quick to
complain about our nation’s moral decay,
vet they have done nothing to stop it. One
of the most important duties we have as
citizens of the United States of America is
to exercise our right to vote and only half
of Christians do! Some have said, “T can’t
bring myself to vote for either of the two
candidates,” or they say, “It’s all rigged
anyway. They only give us two choices.”
Let me correct both lines of thought here
and I can do it with the same reasoning,
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Yes. Elections arv rigged. They are
rigged by #— the voters. We are not
giren two choices from some
conspiracy-controlled committee;
rather, we have chosen them either as a
result of action or inaction at the polls.
You see, a candidate is chosen through
along process of selection. Each starts
out at the local level where you and T
vote to choose whether or not he
continues to advance up the political
ladder. By the time Election Day
arrives, many candidates have already
been screened out. This process is
more commonly referred to as primary
campaigning. Did you vote in the 2012
primaries? I would dare say that even
fewer than one of two Christians voted
during this most recent process.

One could argue that voting is secore
to involvement. As Christians, we
should be more proactive getting
involved in politics, especially at
local level. Only by involveme
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Christ expects His followers to be “salt” and “light” in the culture,

and He expects them to participate in civic affairs (see Matthew
5:13-16 & 22:21). Based on biblical teachings, Christians have every reason to be
registered to vote, informed on the issues, and prepared to vote for the candi-
dates who espouse positions consistent with the teachings of Scripture. People of
every faith-or no faith-have a right to vote their values. Christ-followers have an
obligation to be involved.

‘ “Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power
but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God.” - Romans 13:1

What great men have sai

“We have forgotten God. We have forgotten the gracious hand which pre-
served us in peace, and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us; and
have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these
blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own.

‘ Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become too self-sufficient to
feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to
the God that made us! It behooves us, then, to humble ourselves before
the offended Power, to confess our national sins, and to pray for clemency
and forgiveness.”- President Abraham Lincoln, in National Proclamation
of Prayer and Repentance, 1863

‘ “Whenever the people are well-informed, they can be trusted with their
own government.” - Thomas Jefferson

The whole world is asking, “ Does America have the moral and spiritual ca-
pability to lead the world to freedom at this moment?” They read about our
occupation with pleasure, our scramble for material things, our obsession
with sex. They read about our crime rate, about our racial tensions. Too of-
ten we give the impression that we make our national decisions not on the
basis of moral principle but on the basis of political expediency. Too often

H) e give the impression that our military bases around the world are an ef-
fort to save our own skin and not to protect that which is morally right.
When the president calls for a day of prayer, very few people pray, very few
churches are open for prayer. Yet our religious organizations boast about our
membership in the church, our fine organizations, our possibility of church
unity, and yet we’re lacking today in spiritual power. Friends, this is what
the world is looking for.” - Billy Graham
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political party will the Christian have the
opportunity to influence the party
platforms or position statements, urge
support for one party candidate among.
the host of others vying for the office,
and participate in a precinct meeting
where important political decisions begin
to be made. Some may argue that the
political platform is no place for a
Christian. Tell that to our Founding
Fathers. According to Christian historian
David Barton, 27 of the 56 signers of our
U.S. Constitution were ordained pastors.
Some even speculate that number to be
more.

“Politics is not 2 hobby like

apbooking, Getting involved should
not be an option. Politics, whether we
like it or not, affects every area of our

n012
VOTE

olumnist Sudi Kate Gliebe,
co-founder of Patriots” Campaign
Ministry. “IFe rhe pegple means that all of
us are responsible to preserve our
republic.”

So, this November, we will be able to
choose one of the candidates that »e
helped get on the ballot. Our two
options are to vote or stay idle. Either
way, e will be choosing our leaders. If

our idleness has led to a poor pooling of
candidates, it will be our duty to choose
the “lesser of two evils.” This is the
rvesult when “good men do nothing.” As
Christians and good 7zen, let’s not be
content doing nothing. Going forward
from this election, let’s get more
involved in our political process and let
our Christian voices be heard. Only then
will God’s blessings return to America.0

VOTER TOOLS

Below is a listing of Internet sites designated to inform
voters about state/local issues and candidates listed on

the Nov. 6 ballot. Please take time to research these
sites before you cast your ballot.

OTTAWA COUNTY:

® www.co.ottawa.oh.us/OCBoardofElections/index.html

SANDUSKY COUNTY:

o www.sandusky-county.org/Elected Officials/Board of Elections/default.asp

LUCAS COUNTY:

e www.co.lucas.oh.us/index.aspx?nid=2399

'WOOD COUNTY:
e www.co.wood.oh.us/boe/

STATE OF OHIO:

® www.sos.state.oh.us/SOS/elections/Voters.aspx

o www.ohioca.org
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