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uenree is aver. Childen ae bick
t0 school. Everything s getting
back to ¢ norel soutine. For
e, sumnmer was busy. Messiges
to be prepized, visitation,
hospital s, weddings, soul
winning, discipleship snd farnily flled ey
schedule. Avgaust was Fill-d with ¢ wedding,
and way too many funerals! Where did the
sumerer go?

Many times, those of us who e
involoe d in stz got s0 dvolved in the
"work of God" that we Forget the " God of
the work " In e busyness of o lives, bt
s ot forget our devotion to our Lozd and
Savior Jesus Chist. We should never forget
aur Cliristien purpose while hese oneasth
We sz o glorify God by living for Hirm,
and labor in His hervest felds. Proverbs
105 sags, "He tha gabereh n the s 1 3
aise .. " This passage goes begond the
physical s aping in o Fld end has spicitual
application. Josus sid in John 43538,
Sy ot i, Ther v e s unihs and o
comess arnst? boold, 1 sgp sy, L o
o gpe, and fok on he s, or thep e white
aleagy o harsst. And i that mapeh e
g, and gathenth fci snto e comat: s
20sh b tha et and e dht apeth mgy o
sogeter. A bewin 5 that sqping i, One
o, and anodey veqped. Lnt yo 0 g hat
whern pedestaud o L. other s s,
and e e niwd o o Labess”

OF dll the things that oscupy our time
43 ¢ believes, being 1 labores in His harvest
Filds certainly s the wisest. So the
question is “Why is it wise to lebor in the
Master's firlds?”

Fisst, itis wise beceuse of the One
who geve the tequest The Lord Jesus
Chist i the ceator of al (John 13). He is
the One who forgives us (Eph. 17). He is
the One who interse des For us (Heb. 725)
He is the One who is prepasing us 1
mansion (John 142). He is the One thatis
coming again for His children (John 143).
After all that Chist has done and
continues to do, itis only reasondble to
honor His request

Second, it is wise because of the
condition of the field. Jesus seid that the
Filds axe “biteaheagh o arvest b 4:35).
John Gill state d, “Christ hese spesks mot
ltecally; for the fields could not be white at
such ¢ distence from hamest; but
spiritualy, of ¢ harvest of souls; and hes
segard to the latge mumbes of S smusitans
that wer just now coming vt of the city,
and were within sight, snd covered the
adjacent fields: and these he calls upon his
disciples to lftup their eyes end behold;
and suggests to therm, that it was not s time
For eating end drinking, but for working,
since he was such @ mumber of souls to
be gatheredin: and thus as from corporel

See ™ pg 6
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hat was it sbovt these men? From
« fisherman to & publican, Jesus
chose tueloe. These men did not
have impre sive czzdentials. They
were considered common. Nota lot of money, populasity, or
influence;, howeves, they became some of the strongest,
influestial men in all of history. These chosen ones am easy
to identify with, For their backgzounds az not too lofiy for us
to imagine. Before the apostles were gmat men, they hed
humble beginnings. Their powes was mot found in human
effort or ability. The hope of their potential did not lie in the
class of ¢ university. The Bible says in Mark 3:14, that Jesus
. ovdained awele that ey showdd bewith pire... e key was
Jems Chiist. Befor these men turned the world upside
down, they wese with Chsist Before they were used of God
to pen much of the New Testament, they leaned at the feet
of Jesus.

P te e s e Master, we aze notto look for some
special ability or takent. We we not to polish ousselves and
Tearnto say the sight things at the right time. We aze to be
with Josus. Christ i the key. Who ate the ones thiough which
our Loxd Jesus chooses to accomplish His work in this
world? I Corinthisns 127-28 gives us a it of qualifications (I
hope you cen mect these supeox criterial): e foois, the weaks
b0 bas, he dagpie, and the things which e ot Why world
Christ choose these? The answer is found in verse twenty-

“Teacher” from pg. 6

Humble Beginnings

By Joe Brock, Associate Pastor

nine, “That o feh shoudd foyy..” The Lord uses people who
understand that they need Jesus to transform therm into great,
wseful Chistisns. Verse thirty explains that when we have
Christ, we have: wisdors vigtevconss, sancfiction and rdompiion.
We have evesything we nced in the Person of Jesus Christ
When one thinks that he has everything he nee ds in himself,
he it not & candidate of being one of the Loxd’s closest
disciples

Peter prached in Acts chaptes two nd 3,000 people wee
seved. In chaptes theee he wis vsed of God to heal a lame
man. Was the soure of this powes found in his own sbiliy?
Did this humble fisherman, who once deied his Savios,
display a towesing intellet that allowed him to perform these
tasks? No. The key to his succe ss s found in Acts36: “Siker
and god have I none, b 54ch s T avegio T e T themame af s
Chrot of Niagareth risesp and walk.” Peter leammed that he had
nothing in himself, but he had everything in Jems Christ
Whenwe learn to be with Jesus ~when we ls aen that without
Him we aze nothing — we wil unsshamedly mazch forward
with His Gospel.

These apostles —save Judes Iscariot- first learned to
Follow Chsist. Only then, would He make them fishers of men
A great existence can only be effected from @ humble
beginning, This beginning starts with the end of self and
continues with nearness to Jeaus Christ. Let us rie up and
angwe the cal to be with Him. o

of my sophomere year, every one of
my plans scemed to have fallen apart
My junior year was a time of
questioning Cod and wondering exactly
what He wanted. Through the rst of
my time at college, Tleamed 2 valuable
lesson: it is not up to me to plan my e
out. Rather than trying so foriously to
work everything out and get God’s
approval, Inesded to simply sign the
piece of paper and hand it over to God
and tell Flim my life is Fis to control.
When college ended, T had
absclutely no plans. T remember ane
time being so frustrated. In my heart, T
knew God wanted me to teach, but

whywast't he bringing something dong  ~without 2 doubt— that God was

for me. T watched 25 some of my
friends got new jobs, and Twaited. A
ek before T got the call from Grace
Baptist, T told God T was content. Ifhe
wanted me stay at my home dhurch and
serve a5 a church member, then Twould
be content to do just that. But God had
different plans for me; He just wanted
to me to be content before he revealsd
Hisplan

When I first came to Grace Baptist
Chureh, T knew almost immediately that
this is where Godwanted me to be T
rent home and read His Word and
prayed just to be sure. Time and time
again, God showed me that Hewanted
me in Ohio. Twas so excited to know

leading mel

Now, T have been herein sk
Harbor for over 2 month. Getting the
news of my mom having cancer and
being mway from her was a great
burden for me; however, it has also
been 2means of bringing me doser to
God than ever before. Through this
exnperience, T have leamed to lean on
Jesus, and T have truly found Him to
beall Tneed

T am so excited to ses what God
has in store for me here at Grace
Baptist Church Whatever may come
my way, T knor that T am eractly
where God wants me'to be.
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tood he proceeded to treat of spintual
food; so from a literal harvest he goes on
to speak of a spiritual one, and encourages
his disciples to labour in it, by the
tollowing arguments.” The phrase whire
already speaks of the necessity of taking
immediate action. If the grain is not
reaped in 1ts due season, 1t will fall to the
ground and pernsh. Souls are all around us,
they are waiting for the reapers. Are they
waiting for your

Third, it 1s wise to labor mn His
harvest fields because of the wages we
receive. Chust said in John 4:36, “Aud he
that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit
unto life eternal- that both he that soweth and be
that reapeth may rejoice together.” 1t 1s one
thing to labor at a secular job and to
receive a paycheck for a job well done.
Winning souls to Christ 1s far different!
We are dealing with eternal matters. Every
person that you point to the Savior who
becomes saved will live eternally with you
and the Lord! We are only here for a short
time. Heaven and hell are eternal places.
What a wonderful wage —to have all the
fruit of our labor stand with us at the
judgement seat of Chust and to present to

water (Luke 16:24).

Him the fruit of our labor (I Thess. 2:19-
20). There 1s no greater blessing than to
share Christ with a lost soul and to see
them trust Christ as their Savior. Be
reminded that the wisdom of the ages 1s
crying out for us to get busy in the harvest
tields. Remember the rich manr He died
and went to hell and is still there —
continuing to plead for just one drop of

Yes, life is busy for all of us, but let us
not forget what 1s most important. In all
our labors, we must remember to glorify
God by laboring in His harvest fields.
Certainly, it’s the wisest thing we can do!

GRACE BAPTIST CHUR CH PRESENTS
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Redesigned web site offers more

In today’s society, technology continues
to change at a rapid pace. Anymore, the
look of an organization’s web site 1s very
important i establishing a first
impression. Our goal was to make our
site more accesstble and user-friendly
while maintaining a professional
appearance. The new GBC web site — out!
www.gracebap tistoakharbor.org —

accommodates more options. Visitors
may now upload the Eamest Contender,
keep current with an event calendar and
stream audio of our weekly services. A
special “thanks” goes out to Derek
Martzke for lending his expertise and time
on improving the site. Be sure to check it

OCCA’s new teacher trusts God to lead

By Brooke LaBate Growing up in Christian home,
one has so many privileges that are
denied to so many others. As a young
child, T was blessed with the opportunity
and privilege to be brought up by two
godly parents. Church, Sunday school,
and mid-week services were never an
option for me. Not only did I get to hear
preaching from God’s Word weekly, but
I went home to a family who put the
preaching to practice.

I'was enrolled at Fairhaven Baptist
Academy at the young age of five.
Although my first day of school mvolved
me running away from my teacher and
kicking her several times, I am eternally
mndebted to my teachers at that small Christian school. Many of
my teachers made an impact on my life. Class always opened in a
word of prayer, much like we do here at OCCA. Throughout
every class, God was always the focal point.

However — despite my Christian upbringing — it was not
until I was 14 years old that I realized my need for a Savior. For
it was zzy sin that put Jesus on the cross and I was guilty. 1
immediately left the classroom and went to my youth pastor’s

OCCA hired Brooke
LaBate, 22, of Chesterton,
Ind. in August.
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wite. I told her I just had to be saved right then. That day,
February 2, 2004, I accepted Christ as my personal Savior.

I would like to say from that moment on I was the ideal
Christran always putting God first in all I did, but —like
many teenagers— I went through a time when I desired the
things of the world more than the things of God. My eves
were open when I watched my best friend graduate from
high school a year before me and suddenly dive head first
mnto the world. I sat back and watched her life be destroyed.
My junior year of high school became a great turning point
mn my life. Although I was already heaven bound, I
determined to give my life completely over to God. I fully
surrendered to do whatever He wanted me to do.

Graduation came quickly, and before I knew it, the
decision of college came 1 to view. Growing up at
Fairhaven, college was not a hard decision for me... I would
attend Fairhaven Baptist College. Throughout college, God
taught me so many different lessons. The main one being
the lesson of learning to simply let go. All of my life, I have
been a planner. As a freshman in college, I had the rest of
life planned out. I planned who I would marry, where I
would live what I would be doing. It was as if I wrote down
all my dreams and desites on a piece of paper and
submitted them to God to ask for his approval. By the end

See “Teacher” pg. 7
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1s to give you thirty seconds to call the play —that 1s

why they give you a huddle. At a professional football

game, there may be 00,000 people watching you
huddle; they don’t mind you taking thirty seconds to call the
play. They understand that you have to get organized. You have
to know where you are going to go, the ends need to know
where they are going to go, the quarterback needs to know
where he 1s going to go, and the backs need to know where they
are going to go. A huddle 1s a necessary part of playing the game.
But let me inform you, if
you do not already know,
60,000 people do not pay
$20 a ticket to watch you
huddle. See, people don’t
come to football games to
watch the huddle. They
want to see if their team
can overcome the

a a E n football they have a huddle. The goal of the huddle

“The huddle

opposttion who 1s daring

them to snap the ball and move down the field to score. What
they want to know 1s does your practice work? Now what
Christians often do 1s get high on their huddles. We gather
together on Sunday morning and Sunday nights and Wednesday
nights and we go nuts over the huddle! We say, “Boy did we
have a huddle!l My quarterback can call plays better than your
quarterback.” And boy do we go off on the huddle. But what
people don’t seem to understand s, that the huddle 1s so that we
can play the game. The effectiveness of your church cannot be
measured by how well you do on Sunday moming. ... The test
of the church is what it does i the marketplace. What we need
today is churches that are representative of Jesus Christ not only
when gathered but when disseminated.” (Dr. Tony Evans. “The
Power of God’s People.” Sermon, 1987 — Church Growth Conference,
Prestonwood Baptist Church, Dallas, TX).

What perspective Dr. Evans gives here regarding church
growth. You may not agree with him doctunally, but this
dlustration gives a valuable perspective to the Christian
regarding this topic.

Grace Baptist Church 1s expenencing tremendous growth, not
only numerically, but in outreach ministries as well. In the time
line I created on the bottom of page 4-5 of this edition, it is
easy to see how busy our summer was! Mind you, this is only
a visual synopsts of some of the key events of the summer; it
does not include erery munistry which was vital in seeing our
church continue to grow. Not shown are the following:

important, for it is there we are
given direction;
(church) will never advance the ball Our church has been
(grow) if we stagnate in the huddle.”

GETHN-FEE GAME]

By Jeremy®Bickelhaupt

nursing home munistry; jail ministry; The Young Lions’ Club;
choir; special music; wvisitatton munistries; bus ministries;
Sunday school outings; weekly services; Mission’s Conference;
building maintenance and new construction (remodeling of the
foyer/bathrooms and playground construction); Ottawa
County Chustian Academy (includes daly instruction, summer
preparation and all administrative  duties); web  site
maintenance; grounds keeping; audio/visual ministry; nursery
and toddler departments; junior church; Sunday school,
newsletter ministry; Ladies Fellowships; Teens for Chiist;

Youth  Group, church
(attendance) is tellowships, holiday
programs  and  special

services... Need I say morer
but our team

growing because we’ve been
busy in the “marketplace”
trying to “disseminate” the
Gospell Our church, for its size, has a tremendous amount to
offer. These offenngs would not be possible if it weren’t for the
great etfort put forth by those in the “huddle.” Every player in
the huddle plays an important role in each successtul play. Are
you in the huddler If so, what are you doing to personally
impact the game.

For illustration sake, let’s call all our offerings or programs our
“plays.” If the same group of players (church workers)
participates in every “play,” then it will be certain they will
fatigue and tire out. The stress of being over-involved may
exhaust them to the point of quitting. A good teammate will
sub 1n for his fellow laborer and tag team the work load. There
used to be a poster in our church that read, “Nobody can do
everything, but everyone can do something.” Grace Baptist
Church will only continue growing if more “players” get in the
game by going from the huddle (church attendance) to the play
(personal involvement) with the goal of making an impact.

The goal is not to build a mega-church, rather it is to see
everyone go from the huddle to the play. The huddle is important,
for it is there we are given direction; but our

team (church) will never advance the
ball (grow) if we stagnate in the
huddle. Remember the objective:
to win... souls that 1s. And the
only way to win is to get in the
game.
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The Lord’s Supper

after p.m. service

Adult Outing
to Amish Country

Brandon Cook

Missionary to Italy

H. Vester Arnold
Chalk Art Evangelist

Todd Holland

Missionary to Canada

Thanksgiving Service
(Tuesday — no Wed. Service)

6 p.m.

Adult Outing

MINISTRY NEWS

Playground Update

The new playground has been completed
and 1s ready for use. There have been
several new pieces of playground equip-
ment added — including a geo climbing
dome and a Gym Dandy 360 Teeter Totter.
The swing sets and slide platforms have
all been reinforced and weatherprooted
and the entire area has been enclosed
with treated lumber and filled with Plzy-
safer rubber mulch. We are still taking
donations to help cover the cost of the
project. Please send any donation to:
Grace Baptist Church; PO Box 69; Oak
Harbor OH 43449. Please be sure to
designate this contribution.

Adult Outings

Several adult fellowships are planned for
the upcoming months. First, the bus will
be taking any interested adults to
Shipshewana, Ind. on Oct. 6 or a time of
touring and shopping. The next outing is
planned for Dec. 15 and it will be dinner
and Christmas shopping. Sign-up sheets
will be posted ftor those interested in
attending.

Budget Process Meetings
GBC’s annual sertes of budget process
meetings will begin with a budget
tormulation meeting on Nov. 24.at 7 p.m.
Another meeting to finalize a budget
proposal to present to the membership
will be at 7 p.m. Dec. 8. All members of
the church are encouraged to participate
and help formulate the 2013 budget.

Ladies Fellowships

All ladies of GBC are encouraged to
attend fellowships on the second Tuesday
of each month. Ladies will meet at
various homes to fellowship and praise
God through devotionals, testimonies
and prayer requests. Please see Gail
Bickelhaupt for locations and times.

Christmas Eve Service
GBC will conduct a Monday evening
Christmas Eve service in lieu of its
regularly scheduled Wednesday evening
service. Services on Sunday, Dec. 23 will
be held at its normal times.

ZINDIAN CREEK
&' BAPTIST(MP

Building Plan
Unveiled RISE UP«

Grace Baptist Church is growing! We are out of Sunday
School rooms and our auditorium needs expanded. There are
BAPTIST CHURCH

several classes we need to start, but no place to hold them.

Some of our classes are too crowded. For example, one class NEHEMIAH 2:18
had 18 in attendance in a room that is 11’x12”. Recently, we had
over 140 in Sunday school and around 170 i church. Our church 1s getting tull. This is a great problem to have.
In the past several months, I've had close to a dozen people ask me when we are going to build. My response was
—and still is — when God 1s ready for us to build.

What 1s the real needr We need more Sunday school class rooms and a new auditorium. Preliminary plans
have been drawn up, and rough estimates have been made. But, betore we go forward with building, we need to
retire our current mortgage, which currently stands at just under $90,000. At our current rate of growth, we need
to be breaking ground for our new project in about two years.

Here 1s the plan. It is based on the number §. Eight 1s the number of new beginnings in the Bible. I believe
that this is significant! It I could get forty-nine people to give above and beyond their tithe — just eight dollars a
week — that would equal an extra $400.00 per week to apply to the principle. At that rate, we would be able to pay
off our building in about two years. By then, if the Lord allows us to continue growing, we should be averaging
over 190 in the Sunday morning service. This past summer, GBC averaged around 170 in attendance. Nehemiah
said, “Lef us 1ise up and build. So they strengthened their hands for this good nork (Nebh. 2:18).” Will you join with me and
pray, plan and participate in the work of the Lord? I believe there 1s still a great work to be done in Oak Harbor
and the surrounding areas.

Pastor Rick Bickelhaupt
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Dinner & Shopping
Time/Destination TBD

June 24-28

Tent-Meetin’ Revival
Anniversary Service & Revival ()

CHLDREN'S
-~ BIBLE
HOUR

August 13
OCCA hires new
Elementary teacher

The Journey of Christmas 3_ D

Christmas Cantata
6 p.m.

Contender * 4





