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Persevere

By Pastor Bickelhaupt

For L ans now ready o be qffred, and Befime
of p diparture s at hand. Thavefoght a good
Fspt, Dhave finished sy asase, T Bave pt o
ot Honicors here i lid p o e a ron
of righiasness, which the Lovd, the rightevs
Jjudlgs, sl ive e i that dgy: and ok fo e
only, but snio all thow alo that Jooe s
appearing (I T 46-6).”

Tn the context of the above passage, the
Apostle Paul s at the dose of his fe.
Tmprisoned for preaching the Gospel,
Paul offered his final words of
encouragement and instruction to
Timothy. Throughout Paul's life, cne
characterisic remained uroravering —his
perseverance. In IT Cerinthians 1123
28, Paul describes his difficnlties in the
ministey. “..in Jabases rove abundans, in
stipes above soeasure, s picons sore feguens
in deaths of Of B Jaus fve imes recived I
Jorip stipes save one. Thrie was I beaten with
od, onee was I sioned, thrice T seffred
bipureck, anight and o dy T have beon i the
deaps I josemgpingsofin, i povilsof watrs, i
perils of vobbars, in parls by mine oun
sy, i pevls by the hathen, in peils in
sho iy, in poils in thewildomess, is porils i
she se in perils arong falo bethrer; I

Blessmgs

waariness and painfdnes, in watchings ffn, i
Suenger and Birst, i fastngs ofion, in cold and
nakedness, Beside tose things that e wishous
hat which e spon e datl, the cae of all
she chaches”

Despite all of his hardships, Paul was
determined to persevere. He knew there
would be 2 crown awaiting him at the
end of his conese. Bven more than
receiving 2 crown — there would be 2
righteous Judge before whom he would
stand. Pal did not fear this Judge, rather
he sz this meeting as 2 reward for his
perseverance

The last wesk of June is a special week in
mylife. June 78 marks the 3Tth year of
‘marviage for my wife and I The last
Sunday of June also marks the 26t
anniversary of the dhurch. Throughout
the years of marriage and ministry, we
have experienced innumerable blessings
Al of my children are saved and serving,
We have cleven grandchildren, and
several of them have accepted Jesus
Christ as their Savior. What ablessing!
God has given our family good health,
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“The Kind o Revival

70(', W" By C. H. Spurgeon

We want dso a wevival of vigorous,
consecrated stzength. 1 have pleaded for true
piety, [ now beg for one of the highest
sesults of it. We need saints. We meed
gracious minds trsined to o high form of
spisitual lfe by much comverse with God in
solitude.

Ssints scquise nobility from their
constant msoxt to the place where the Lord
‘mects with them. Thee they dlso scquize that
power in payer which we 50 gratly need.
Oh, that we had more menlike John Knox,
whose pragess wem mor tearble to Queen
Mary than 10,000 menl Oh, that we had
more Eljihs by whose fuith the windows of
heavens should be shu or opened!

Contender * 2

This power comes not by ¢ mudden
effort;itis the outrons of 4 fe devotedto
the God of Tszael If ous 1f is dllin public,
it will be @ frothy, vepousy ineffectual
existence; but i we hold high converse with
Godin seciet,we shall b mighty for good
He thatis 1 prince with God wil take high
sank with men, after the true measue of
nobility

Bewaze of being 1 banto; ende wour to
sest on your own walls of real Fith in the
Lord Josus. May nome of us fallinto & mean,
povesty-sticken dspendenice on raanl We
want among s believers L those solid,
substantial faraly mmansions which stand
fr0m generation to generation a3 L droszhs
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Wl o Three kids are sitting on the curb, the first one says,
fthefmantwhoselcagwas "Guess what? My dad is so talented he writes stuff down
ey onpaper, calls it a poem and they send him $100 for it!"
v ;  Thesecond kid says, "Ohyeah? My dad & so talented he
i draws squiggly lines on a notebook. calls it art and they
Z  give himS300 for it!" “That's nothin, ™ the third kid says.
£ "My dad writes some words down, calls it asermon, and it
¥ takes five guys to collect allthe money!"

s hstion hos et Contender * 7
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Revival
JUNE 24-28

SUNDAY - 10 &T1 AM. &6 P.M.
WEEKNIGHTS — 10 AM. &7 P.M.
CALL 915-898-40G2 FOR TRANSPORTATION

“Perseverance” (from pg 1)

plentyto cat and a wondeful place to
live. The Lord has blessed s with 2
wonderful church, filled with wonderful
Christian friends. T am truly grateful for
these things

Thelieve all these blessings have been
afforded to me for several reasons, First
i the grace of God. The definition of
“Grace’ is “Leceiving some benefit that
we o not deserve™ All that T have, and
all the blessings T have received, are by
the grace of God. Personally, 1do not
deserve anything but a buming hell but,
by God's grace, Jems Christ saved my
soul and changed mylife. The second
reason is perseverance, Ifwewant the
blessings of God in our life, we must
keep cur hand to the plow and keep
moving forward

Contender * 6

Many Christians want the blessings of
God, but don't want to pay the price in
crderto obtainit. Let's face the facts:
T¢'s casy to be aquitter; I¢s casy to run
from responsibility. It is sometimes
easier to get 2 divorcs than it is to make
a mariage work. As 2 pastor, it is
sometimes casier to jump from church
to church, than to keep both hands to
the plow and keep driving through the
hardened ground. Semetimes it is
easier to give up on people, children
and friends, than to work through our
problems. If we want God's blessings,
then we must perseverel If we read
Hebrews 11, ~that great chapter on
faith —one theme is constant. Those
listed in the roll call of faith were
persistent, determined, and persevering

At the end of my life, T want to be
remembered 15 one who stayed
steadfast unto the end. Perseverance is
the keyto the believer’s blessings. Dr.

Bob Jones, 5. akways said, “Do right
o right. Do sight. Til the stars fall
from heaven, do right” If Twant to see
future blessing in my marsage, T mast
staythe course. If ] want to see foture
blessings at Grace Baptist Church, T
st stickewith itl As 2 believer, i you
want God’s blessings, you must
perseverel

The Apostle Paul had perseversd
through the difficalties of the ministry,
and o his life was about over. He
could lock back on 1 persevering life
and know the blessings of cternity
awaited him. Paul said, .1 have foght @
good fght, T have finshed sy cosese, T have
ap the Jiich” T pray that this may also
be said of cach of us. Jesus is coming
soom, let s sigy the cwn, kegp e hands
fo e plowand ocagy until Jesus comes
Tet us persevers for the canse of
Christa
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crganizing a bunch of uwanted items for 2

garage sale. To kil the silence, T turned on the

radio. One of my favorite things to listen tois
talk radic, usually on the AM dial T also like listening to
Crosstalk on CleanAirFM, which is what T tuned in to that
day. The topic of the discussion that day entaled 2
photography company being trisd in a discamination case
inveling their refusal to provide services to 2 homoseal
cougle. The photography company dearly stated they
reserved the right to withhold services at anytime if the
event ar business opportunity violated their religionsly held
belicfs. This is a stipulation many businesses, espedially
Christian businesses, adopt to protect themselves and their
moral standards. The host of the show laid the groundwork
for discussion by siding with the photography company
saying that itwas their sight to withhold services and that it
was wong for the cousts to proceed with discrimination
charges. When the host was done with his monologae, he
began to take cals fromlisteners. One caller, in particular,
really canght my attention

“This young catholic man began arguing in Favor of the
discrimination charges, stating that it was his “opinion”
that all businesses are public servants and that they should
not use religions beliefs to discriminate, Tt was the response
of the host that really captivated me. He said, “What do
you base your opiticn on, sit? Whatis puer mosal compas?”

The young man hesitated for 2 moment and the radio
‘maintained an swkward slence for a few seconds. When he
did speak, he tried to avoid the question by restating that it
was his “Fesling” that no company should discriminate

based on semual crientation. The conversation began to get

heated as the host kept interrupting the young man to
answrer the question: “What & yar soral compass?”

Finally, the young man admitted that his opinions and
Feelings had no solid badking He was arging a matter for
which he had no concrete justification. The host kindly
ended their conversation by prompting this young man to
find the only meral compass that can be trusted — the Bible

God's word is tme. This notion is not bassd cn opinion.
“The Bibleitself says that God's word is true; thereforeit is
and no man has proof that it is not. ‘Thy word'is s from Be
beginning: and ety one o ty rightes jdlgmonts endardh fo v

(Ps. 119:160).” Buery clement of the Faith begins with this

concept.

One of the hardest things to do is convince lost people that
the Word of God is true. No person can be saved until he
understands and aceepts the verasity of God's Word. When
an individual does accept the truth of God's Word, the flood
gatesof understanding will open and adeluge of practical and
moral discemment can be received Savation, spistual
growth, development of standards and morality, a desire for
sanctification — these products of faith can be effected
through the acceptance of God’s Word.

The moral compass of God's Word is often improperly used
by many Christians. They daim salvation and they accept the
Bible as truth, but they fail to read and scarch it ot and find
the bearing points that will direct their path. Proverbs 35-6
is a familiar paseage that many of vs brush off, and great

(Continued pg 5
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Teain Paris
wiLizRogers
Mam - 1:30 pm.

Revival Camp Meeting

Roger Green, Kevin Folger,
Mark Rogers, Richard Skiver,
Tim Goodman, Larry Emery,
Andy Edwards, Chuck Keesee
& Jim Lewis.

It's aBoy!

Baby Shower
for Esther Hawkins

after p.m. seivice

Vacation Bible School
“Sunlight Express”
6830 p.m.

Ottawa County Fair Ministry
Children's Bible Hour

Bridal Shower

Chris LaRoche &
Kendall Freyer

Tollowing p.m service

Summer Safari: Water Wars 1l
The YoungLions’ Club
6p.m
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MINISTRY NEWS

OCCA Update
Ottawa County Christian Academy con-
tinues to accept new students for the
20122015 academic year OCCA has
shifted its fo s primarily on the elemen-
tary (K-6) grades. Discounts are available
to qualifying applicants. New students
should enoll before July 31 Those inter-
ested in entoliment should call 419-898-
3838 for an application packet

Ladies Fellowships
A1l ladies of GEC are maouraged to
dtend fellowships on the second
Tuesday of each month. Ladies will meet
at varions homes to fellowship and praise
God throngh devotionals, testimonies
and prayer requests. Please see Gal
Bickelhaupt for locations and times

Scoops & Hoops

Fach Sunday throughout the summer,
men of the church are encouraged to stay
after the evening service to play
basketball While the men play ball, the
wives and any other ldies may take
chidren to Veteraw’s Park in Ok
Harbor for atime of fellowship—weather
permitting Both the men and ladies will
then mest up at Drown’s Dairy in Oaks
Harbor for ice cream. Don't miss out on
the opportunity for fun and fellowship
each Sunday night this summer!

Club News
The Young Lions’ Club will conduc
several theme nights this quarter. First,
on Aug 8, the dub will conduct Smmer
Safri: Waser Wars 11, All clubbecs should
wear old clothes and bring towels,
their gonna get dirty and wetl The event
will be filled with camival-siyle games,

water-themed games, inflatables and
tmuch morel Dot miss itl (Tnfistables will
be avaifadie from 67 pam.; Clh degins 45 7
pm) Then on Aug. 22, the boys will take
on the girls in out second semi-annual
Penny Drive. The team with the most
tmon ey raised will receive 100 bonus Pride
Points!

Showers of Blessings
GBC will host 2 baby showet for Joe and
Esther Havkins July 15 folloving the
evening service. The Hawkins are
expecting 2 baby boy this fall They are
tegistered at Torge and Babies R’ Us. Also,
4 bridal/grocery shower for Kendall
Freyer and Chris LaRoche will be held
2ug 5 following the evening service
They are registered at Turges and Bed, Bosh
& Bgand,

Children’s Bible Hour
GBC will condudt a Children’s Bible Honr
each dayJuly 16-20 at the Ottawa County
Fair. Bach session will begin gt 9 am. in
the entertainment tent. Volunteers are
needed to work the event. Please contact
Joe Brodk for more details

Vacation Bible School
GBC will host Vacation Bible School
cach dayJuly 23-27 from ¢-830 p.m. This
year’s theme is “Sunlight Express: Jesus
& Me” based on John 15:13. VES s for
all children 412 yeass old. The week will
indude  games, snacks, Scripture
memorization, Bible stories, crafts and
more. Please call 419-898-4002 for
transportation

Search for Pennies

GoodSearch.com

“0ttava County Thriston dcademy”
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application can belost. “Thst i the Lord
with all hine bears and lean notsento hine owm
sndestanding. In al By weys, acknowlege
Hisand Heshall dvect iy paths "In alloor
decisions, the Word of God should be
used to guide us in making proper
decisions. We aze to yield to the truth of
Fis Word and not let our own
understanding mislead s

Here's 2 simple example of how to use
God's Word 25 your moral compass.
Most recently, my wife and T have made
a resclution to “Unfriend” any Facebook
friend or family member who regulady
posts or reposts profanity or vulgarity
We use I Timothy 216 as our moral
compass on this issue. Tt says, ‘But shun
profine and sain babblings: for e willincrease

santo e sngodlines,” Hlere is the thought
process: We believe God's Word. Tt szys
to shun profanity. Some Facebook posts
are profane and wulgar. We obey God’s
Werd and shun the profanity
Ungodliness wil not increase 2s a result

Tt should be noted that this bearing point
in TT Timothy 216 tells us to shun the
sin, not the sinner. We should ahays be
careful to be loving to those from whom
ur moral compass diects us away. The
process can be tough, and many of our
“Biends” and famly whose comments
we've shamnad may feel like were being
hanghty or self-righteous, but using
God's Word is dear and we must
communicate to them our dedsion to
use God’s Word s our moral compass.

Perhaps explaining this process will open
more docrs of opportunity for shasing the
Gospel with them.

So many people who say they have
standards and morals are using incffective
compasses. They trust in their hearts,
intelect, other men’s ideas and
philoscphies, traditions, family precepts,
religious mand ates, celative thought and so
much more. All these compass points
have no bearing They are misguiding and
will dl lead pecple astray.

I you want to find your moral bearings,
you will have to use 2 truly acourate
compass, and the only compass that works
in Gl thy ways” is God’s Word 0

(From Spurgeon pg, 2)

of the county; no lath-sndplastes Fibrics, but
edifices solidly constructed to bear al weathers,
1nd dofy time itelf

Given & host of men who aze steadfast,
immovable, ahways thounding in the work of
the Lod, the glory of Gods grace wll be clasly
manifested, not osly in them, but in thote
zound sbont fhem. The Lozd send us & sevival
of consecrated stiength, and heaverly eney!

Preach by yous hands i you cannot preach
by your tongues. When o chech mesabers
show i fruits of true godliness, we shall soon
have inguiies For the tree which bears such 1
ciop.

O th oring together of the ssints is the
Fist past of Pentecost, and the ingathering of

sinners is the second. It began with "orly &
prager meeting’, but it ended with 2 grand
baptism of thousands of converts. Oh hat the
pragers of believers may act as lode stones to
sinners! Oh that evezy gathering of Faifhful men
smight be a luse o atizsct others to Jesus! May
many souls fly to Him because they see ofhers
spee ding in that direction.

"Lotd, we tum from these poor foolish
procuastinitoss to thyself, and we plead for thern
with thine all-wite snd gracious spisitl Lord, tun
thern snd they shal be turned! By their
conversion, pray that a true wvival has
comemenced tonight! Let it spread through all
out househalds, and then run from chuchto
chush il the whole of christendorn shall be
ablaze with 1 heaven-descended firel”
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